
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on July 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                                        


     Council Member Sandra M. Thompson

Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief James Binner, Director of 
Finance Erle Scott; Main Street Manager Tamyra Vest; Town Clerk Jane Jones


Judge Frank M. Slayton administered the Oath of Office to newly re-elected Council Members Owens, Speece and Snead.  Their four-year terms will run July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2014.  

Mayor Thackston announced the following standing committee assignments:

· Finance Committee – Coleman Speece, Chairman; Bill Snead; Ed Owens

· Current Issues Committee – Morris Bryant, Chairman; Sandra Thompson; Mark Morris 

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of June 14 and 28, 2010 meetings with one correction: correct date of Council Retreat from October 10-11 to September 10-11, 2010.     
*ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER ADOPTED


On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to adopt Roberts Rules of Order as its rules of procedure for 2010-2012.  

*USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS  – RESOLUTIONS OF AUTHORIZATION APPROVED FOR A FARMERS MARKET SHELTER ADDITION AND POLICE VEHICLES 

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on two grant applications to the USDA Rural Development Program for funding to (1) purchase and equip five vehicles for the Police Department; and (2) construct and equip an additional farmer’s market structure.  Mr. Bill McCaleb spoke in support of the farmer’s market shelter addition, citing the increased number of vendors sell their produce at the market.  He advised Council that vendors in the market participated in the “Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program” which provided low-income seniors with coupons that could be exchanged for eligible foods at the market.  Tamyra Vest, Main Street Manager, stated that all downtown businesses in the vicinity of the Market had been made aware of the proposed expansion and were supportive.  No one else spoke.

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following resolutions required by the USDA Rural Development Program in support of the two applications.  Voting Aye:  Owens, Bryant, Thomason, Snead, Speece and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none. 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT – FARMERS MARKET SHELTER 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that, in order to facilitate obtaining financial assistance from the United States of America, United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, (the Government) to construct and equip an additional Farmers Market Structure in Downtown South Boston, the Council does hereby adopt and abide by the covenants contained in the agreements, documents, and forms required by the Government to be executed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that T. A. Daniel, Town Manager, is authorized to execute on behalf of the Town of South Boston the above referenced agreements and to execute such other documents including, but not limited to, debt instruments and security instruments as may be required in obtaining the said financial assistance.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the South Boston Town Council is hereby authorized and empowered to take all action necessary or appropriate to obtain for and in behalf of the Association through the USDA a grant not to exceed $53,590; (a) For the exception of such application (including exhibits, amendments and/or supplements thereto) as may be required: (b) For the execution and delivery to the grantor of all such written instruments as may be required in regard to or as evidence; and (c) in its judgment to carry out the terms of this resolution.

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT – POLICE VEHICLES 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that, in order to facilitate obtaining financial assistance from the United States of America, United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, (the Government) to purchase and equip five new vehicles to be used by the South Boston Police Department, the Council does hereby adopt and abide by the covenants contained in the agreements, documents, and forms required by the Government to be executed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that T. A. Daniel, Town Manager, is authorized to execute on behalf of the Town of South Boston the above referenced agreements and to execute such other documents including, but not limited to, debt instruments and security instruments as may be required in obtaining the said financial assistance.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the South Boston Town Council is hereby authorized and empowered to take all action necessary or appropriate to obtain for and in behalf of the Association through the USDA a grant not to exceed $90,330; (a) For the exception of such application (including exhibits, amendments and/or supplements thereto) as may be required: (b) For the execution and delivery to the grantor of all such written instruments as may be required in regard to or as evidence; and (c) in its judgment to carry out the terms of this resolution.

*RIGHT-OF-WAY CLOSED - OLD COLLEGE STREET ROAD BED

On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following ordinance closing a 0.69 acre lot portion of the existing right-of-way of College Street.  Voting Aye:  Owens, Bryant, Thomason, Snead, Speece and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE SOUTH BOSTON TOWN COUNCIL CLOSING AND ABANDONING A 0.69 ACRE LOT PORTION OF THE EXISTING RIGHT-OF-WAY OF COLLEGE STREET, SOUTHWEST OF HAMILTON BOULEVARD
WHEREAS, Title 15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, authorizes the governing body of any town, on its own motion, after notice as required, to vacate streets and alleys in the town; and 

WHEREAS, Title 33.1-244 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, gives the towns with a population over 3,500 inhabitants jurisdiction over the roads in its highway system; and as permitted in Title 33.1-41.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the Commonwealth of Virginia pays the Town of South Boston to maintain the streets in its urban system, and 

WHEREAS, in 1982 the Commonwealth of Virginia widened and extended Cavalier Boulevard (now Hamilton Blvd.) from Wilborn Avenue to Route 304 (now John Randolph Blvd.) and discontinued this portion of College Street, and 

WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston posted notice as required by Title 15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, to close and abandon a 0.69 acre portion of the existing right-of-way of College Street, and 

WHEREAS, a Board of Viewers, after mature and careful consideration, have advised the South Boston Town Council that there would be no inconvenience to the general public to close this 0.69 acre portion of the existing right-of-way of College Street.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of South Boston, in accordance with the provisions of Title 15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and Section 90-7 of the South Boston Town Code, that said right-of-way as described below, within the Town of South Boston, Virginia, be and the same is hereby, closed and abandoned, and that all rights of the public therein shall cease and terminate as follows:


0.69 acre lot, being a portion of the existing right-of-way of College Street, now 
lying southwest of Hamilton Boulevard, north of tax parcel #4805 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED That the Clerk of Council is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a duly-certified copy of this ordinance to the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County of Halifax, so that said certified copy of this ordinance may be recorded as deeds are recorded and indexed in the name of the Town of South Boston.

*PREDATORY LENDING PRACTICES  - SUPPORT APPROVED FOR STATE ACTION 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Snead, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution encouraging the Virginia General Assembly to adopt stronger laws prohibiting predatory and usurious lending practices.  Voting Aye:  Owens, Bryant, Thomason, Snead, Speece and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none. 

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH BOSTON SEEKING ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND GOVERNOR TO PROHIBIT ALL PREDATORY, USURIOUS LENDING PRACTICES IN THE COMMONWEALTH 


WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of South Boston, Virginia, represents the citizens of the Town of South Boston, Virginia;


WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of South Boston, Virginia, believes the citizens of the Town of South Boston remain concerned over what are perceived to be predatory, usurious lending practices in the Town and elsewhere in the Commonwealth, including practices that can exploit dedicated, brave women and men called to serve in the United States armed services;


WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of South Boston, Virginia, shares these continuing concerns and intends through this Resolution to express the collective sentiments and will of South Boston citizens that the General Assembly and Governor of Virginia need to take action to prohibit all predatory, usurious lending practices; and


WHEREAS, it is essential that the General Assembly and the Governor of Virginia address this matter as a high priority at the next legislative session, leading to enactment of laws strictly prohibiting and deterring all predatory, usurious lending practices in the Commonwealth of Virginia.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Town of South Boston, Virginia that, at the next legislative session, the General Assembly and the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia are hereby requested to enact laws strictly prohibiting and deterring all predatory, usurious lending practices, including but not limited to provisions that would:

1. Impose an interest rate cap of thirty-six percent (36%), calculated as an effective annual percentage rate including all fees or charges of any kind,  for any consumer credit extended in the Commonwealth of Virginia;

2. Prohibit a creditor’s use of a personal check or other device as a means, directly or indirectly, to gain access to a consumer’s bank account; and

3. Incorporate into the Virginia Code the protections regarding consumer credit to military personnel as reflected in the Military Lending Act, 10 United States Code Section 987.


Council directed the Clerk to send copies of the resolution to the City of Staunton,  Senator Frank Ruff and Delegate James Edmunds. 

*MEMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR JUDGE IRVING SUGG AUTHORIZED

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to direct the Town Clerk to prepare a resolution honoring the memory of Judge Irving Sugg on the occasion of his passing.


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.







______________________________







 Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST:  _____________________________


      Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on July 26, 2010 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens

Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 
Council Member D. Coleman Speece     Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 


Absent:  Council Member Morris L. Bryant

Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel, Director of Public Work Alan Auld; 
Finance Director Erle Scott; Police Chief Jim Binner; Town Clerk Jane Jones


Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order and turned it over to Finance Committee Chairman Speece.  

*Month and Year End Financial Report


Finance Director Scott reviewed the month and year end financial report with the Committee.  There being no further business for the Finance Committee it adjourned.

Council Member Thompson called the Current Issues Committee to order.  
*Retreat Agenda Discussions 

Mr. Daniel presented a draft agenda for the September 10-11 Council retreat.  Council Members suggested the following additions to the agenda:


Traffic calming


Landfill Gas to Energy Project


Code Enforcement Update (blighted houses)


Solutions for School Traffic on Hamilton Blvd.


Riverdale – Comprehensive Plan Update 
*Community Challenge / TIGER II Planning Grant 

Mr. Daniel advised that there were grant funding opportunities through HUD and VDOT for economic development through the arts and culture, with a focus on downtown development and redevelopment.  He recommended applying for a $235,000 planning grant to update the zoning and subdivision ordinances, as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan adopted last spring.  The grant would also define:

· A downtown arts district - economic development plan

· A downtown revitalization traffic pattern study (now 1-way)

· Development opportunities for downtown mixed uses and affordable housing.

    Mr. Daniel noted that the $47,000 required match had been included in the 2010-2011 budget.   No action was taken.  

There being no further business for the Current Issues Committee it adjourned and the full Council reconvened.
*CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL ESTATE DISPOSAL, PROSPECTIVE NEW BUSINESS, AND PROBABLE LITIGATION

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss:

· Disposition of land in Houghton Park

· A Prospective New Business or Industry  

· Actual or Probable Litigation
as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(3,5,7).  Voting Aye: Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent and not voting: Bryant. 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent and not voting: Bryant.

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye: Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent and not voting: Bryant.


No action was taken.
*GROVE AVENUE PLAYGROUND – COMPLAINTS 

Mayor Thackston relayed complaints he had received from residents living in the vicinity of Grove Avenue concerning foul language and inappropriate behavior.  Council discussed potential solutions and urged citizens to immediately call the Police Department when any inappropriate or illegal behavior was observed.       

*RESOLUTION COMMENDING JOYCE FRENCH ON HER RETIREMENT


The Mayor directed the Staff to prepare a resolution honoring Ms. Joyce French, Executive Director of the Southside Planning District Commission.  Ms. French will retire July 31, 2010 with over thirty years service to the region.  The resolution will be presented to Ms. French at a Retirement Party in her honor on August 2, 2010 at SSVCC.    


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








___________________________








Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST:___________________________ 
                Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC    
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