
At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on June 7, 2010 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         

Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            
Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                                        

Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Capt. B. K. Lovelace, Director of Finance Erle Scott; 
Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 12, 19, 26 and May 10, 2010 meetings with one correction on page 333 – delete “T. C. Elliott” and replace with “M. J. Morris”.   

*TOWN PROPERTY [TULTEX] CONVEYED TO IDA FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on a proposed conveyance of the town-owned buildings and property, Tultex facility, fronting Watkins Avenue, to the Industrial Development Authority of the Town of South Boston for economic development purposes.  The property consists of Parcels 3867-3868, 3873-3876, and 3885-3889.  Mr. Daniel advised that at this time there was only one small business housed in the facility.  Recently, several industrial prospects have shown an interest in the property.  He recommended the facility be conveyed to the Town IDA for economic development purposes.  As a condition of the transfer, he recommended a restriction be placed in the deed requiring Council approval of any sale or transfer.  No one spoke for or against the conveyance.


On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to convey the Tultex property to the South Boston IDA for economic development purposes with the condition that Town Council must consent prior to final approval of the sale or transfer of the property.   Voting Aye:  Thomason, Bryant, Speece, Owens, Snead and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.


There being no further business for the full Council it adjourned. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE


The Finance Committee convened.  Mr. Scott reviewed the monthly financial statement with the Committee.  As of April 30th total revenues had exceeded expenditures by $479,264.  
*2010-2011 BUDGET RECOMMENDED TO BE AMENDED TO INCREASE IN MAYOR’S SALARY 

Mr. Daniel presented a draft resolution adopting the 2010-2011 budget and fee and tax listing.  On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Speece, the Finance Committee voted to recommend that the proposed budget be amended to reflect an increase in the Mayor’s salary from $450 to $500/month.  This would increase the Town Council budget by $600.00 and reduce Reserve for Contingency by $600.00.  The motion passed unanimously.  

*RECOMMENDATION TO PICK UP 5% EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTION FOR NEW HIRES AFTER 7/1/2010

The Town Manager advised that 2010 General Assembly passed legislation creating a new plan for employees hired after July 1, 2010.  The Plan gives political subdivisions the option of requiring new employees to pay their 5% member contribution (as State employees are required to do) or to pick up the 5% member contribution as is done for all other employees.  He recommended the Town continue to pick-up the 5% member share as is done with all other employees. He noted the decision was revocable on an annual basis.  The Committee recommended Council pick-up the employee’s 5% member contribution for employees hired after July 1, 2010.    
*GRANT SOUGHT TO ASSIST PURCHASE OF 5 NEW POLICE VEHICLES 


The Town Manager advised that the Police Department staff was pursuing a USDA Rural Development Grant for five new police vehicles, totaling $164,253.74.  The Town’s share is 45% or $73,915 which could be made with the remaining funds in the 2008 bond issue.  The Committee was supportive.      


There being no further business the Finance Committee adjourned.  

CURRENT ISSUES COMMITTEE    

The Current Issues Committee convened.

*ABANDONMENT OF 0.75 ACRE OF THE HAMILTON BLVD./COLLEGE STREET RIGHTS-OF-WAY CONSIDERED 

Mr. Daniel requested authorization to advertise the June 14the meeting as a public hearing to consider a recommendation to abandon a 0.75 acre strip of the Hamilton Boulevard/College Street right-of-way.  For the past 18 months the Town has been working with VDOT to obtain this narrow strip of land fronting Hamilton Blvd., just northwest of Route 360.   In November 2008 Council authorized staff to negotiate with the Felton family to exchange the Hamilton strip for a lot the Feltons own adjacent to Taylor Lofts.   A title search of the property could find no clear title to the Hamilton parcel, which was actually a portion of the old College Street roadbed which was abandoned in 1982 but not deeded to the Town at that time.  He advised that VDOT requires the Town to formally abandon the road and then VDOT will consider conveying it to the Town.  The Current Issues Committee recommend a public hearing be held and a Board of Viewers be appointed at the June 14th meeting.   

*RECOMMENDATION FROM STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO CHANGE ELECTION DATES FROM MAY TO NOVEMBER 

Mr. Daniel presented a letter from the Halifax County Board of Elections conferring a message from the Virginia State Board of Elections urging all towns with May Council election dates to change to a November election date to save the cost incurred with a separate election.  He advised that the average cost to hold a Council election was $1200.  No action was taken.

*APPOINTMENTS DUE JULY 1, 2010

Mrs. Jones advised that the following board appointments would expire June 30, 2010:


a.  IDA – Frank Lee and Jim Burton’s terms expire June 30th.  Mr. Lee is ineligible for 
reappointment having served 2 full 4 year terms.  Mr. Burton is eligible for 
reappointment and willing to serve.

b.  Halifax County – South Boston Regional Library.  Shirley McCaleb’s term expires June 30th.  She is eligible for reappointment and is willing to serve. 
c.  Southside Planning District Commission – Councilman Coleman Speece’s term on the SSPDC Board expires June 30th.  Mr. Speece has served 2 full 4-year terms and one 2-year term.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Commission.       


Mr. Daniel recommended the Committee consider amending the Town Code to increase the number of terms board members could serve.  He suggested the Code be amended to read

 “… boards, commissions and other appointive bodies shall not be permitted to serve more 
than two three full consecutive terms of four or five years, or three four full consecutive terms 
of two or three years, or six full consecutive terms of two years.”
 The Committee concurred. 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








____________________________







Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST:__________________________

                Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC
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