
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on April 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                                        



Council Member Sandra M. Thompson

Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Capt. B. K. Lovelace, Director of 
Finance Erle Scott; Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 8 and 29, 2009 meetings.   Mrs. Thompson gave the invocation.

*PROPOSED CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 


Mr. Daniel advised that Staff and the Town Attorney had been negotiating with Comcast Cable Co. for the past year on the renewal of the local cable television franchise agreement.   The last version of the agreement has the following changes:




1. Section 2.3 - Term:  The term of the proposed agreement is 10 years, plus an additional 5 years if Comcast complies with its obligation to upgrade under Section 9.4.  The old agreement had a term of 10 years, with an extension if Comcast made a previous upgrade before the 5-year deadline to make the upgrade which they did.

2. Section 9.4 – Upgrade:  Comcast is required to upgrade the system to HDTV format with on-demand services and two-way communication capability within one year of the effective date of the agreement.  After the upgrade the system will support at least 200 channels, at least 33 of which will be HD channels.  The HD service will be available to all customers in the franchise area.

3. Sections 4.5 through 4.9 – PEG Channel Access:  Comcast will provide a channel for public, educational, and governmental access.  At Comcast’s expense, Comcast will provide a fiber optic link from Riverstone Technology Park (or some other point) to Comcast’s system, such that programming may originate from Riverstone (or some other point).  
4. Section 5.1 – Local Office:  Comcast may close its local office with 30 days’ notice to the Town and customers.  A local office is not required under state or federal law.

5. Section 8 – Insurance:  Insurance requirements are now $1,000,000/$3,000,000 for injury or death (were $1,000,000/$1,000,000) and $1,000,000 per occurrence for property damage (was $350,000).


Mr. Daniel noted that Comcast officials had advised that South Boston customers would begin seeing high definition service as early as April 22, 2010.  


Mr. Speece made a motion seconded by Mr. Bryant to approve the cable television franchise agreement contingent upon Comcast providing high definition service as advertised after April 22nd.  


Mr. Speece withdrew his motion and offered a substitute motion, seconded by Mr. Owen, to defer the vote on the issue until the May 10th Council meeting.    The motion passed unanimously.  
*HALIFAX CO. IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL – CAROLYN NICHOLS APPOINTED

On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to appoint Mrs. Carolyn Nichols to the Halifax County Improvement Council to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Vinny Sarnataro.  Mrs. Nichols term will run May 1, 2010 through April 30, 2012.     

*CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS LEGAL MATTERS [ZONING] 
On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss the threat of litigation on a recent zoning issue as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.    Nays: none.  


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.






            ____________________







Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST: ___________________________
                 Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a special joint meeting of the South Boston Town Council, the Halifax County Board of Supervisors, and the Halifax Town Council, held on April 19, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the Mary Bethune Office Complex in Halifax, Virginia the following were present.  

Mayor Carroll Thackston
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens 

  
Councilman Morris. L. Bryant Councilwoman Sandra M. Thompson 
Councilman D. Coleman Speece
 


Absent:  Councilmen W. R. Snead and Dr. M. J. Morris


Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel and Town Clerk Jane Jones



Members of the Halifax County Board of Supervisors and Staff


Members of the Halifax Town Council and Staff

*RESOLUTION HONORING FORESTER ALEX WILLIAMSON

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council unanimously adopted the following resolution of commendation honoring the memory of Alex Williamson.

WILLIAM ALEXANDER (ALEX) WILLIAMSON

WHEREAS, Mr. William Alexander (Alex) Williamson was a lifetime resident of Halifax County; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Williamson served his country with honor during the Vietnam War from 1968 until 1972 as a member of the United States Air Force; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Williamson’s exemplary career with the Virginia Department of Forestry as a forestry technician and firefighter spanned nearly 36 years from 1974 until his death on March 13, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Williamson served as a member of the American Legion Post #8, the VFW Post #8243, the Department of Forestry Honor Guard, and the Farm Bureau Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Williamson was a lifetime member of the Turbeville Volunteer Fire Department, an honorary member of the South Boston Fire Department, and a member of the Halifax County Rescue Squad; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Williamson was a faithful member of the Calvary United Methodist Church providing outreach assistance to those in need as well as providing life altering assistance to a number of individuals as an organ donor; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Halifax County Board of Supervisors, the South Boston Town Council, the Halifax Town Council, the Scottsburg Town Council, and the Virgilina Town Council hereby extend to the family of Mr. William Alexander Williamson their condolences and appreciation for his dedication and faithful service to the citizens of Halifax County.

*LYME DISEASE PRESENTATION 

Dr. Charles Devine, Health Director for the Southside Health District gave a presentation on Lyme disease.   
*ROANOKE RIVER BASIN BI-STATE COMMISSION – INTERBASIN WATER WITHDRAWAL ISSUE 

Mr. John Field, Chairman of the Virginia/North Carolina Roanoke River Basin Bi-State Commission, shared impending decisions of the Commission concerning the withdrawal of water from the John H. Kerr Reservoir, a federally authorized project built and managed by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers.  He advised that a Water Allocation Ad Hoc Committee had been appointed to develop an agreement that would preserve and protect the water resources of the Roanoke River Basin.  He discussed the five alternatives for allocating the water supply storage at Kerr Lake that were being considered.  He asked for the group to study the report and provide comments.  No action was taken.  

*HALIFAX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND DIXIE YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE – COMMITTEE APPOINTED 

Three members from the Halifax Town Council and three members of the Halifax Dixie Youth Baseball Program were appointed to work with Supervisor Doug Bowman on future use of the baseball field on Mountain Road.    
*BANISTER RIVER GATEWAY PROJECT

Halifax Town Manager Carl Espy gave a presentation on the Banister River Gateway Project which is being funded thru VDOT Enhancement Grant funds.  The project will not only enhance the entrance into Halifax, but will offer recreation and preservation opportunities for the community.  Halifax Town Council sought the endorsement of the Board of Supervisors in its request to VDOT for the Kings Bridge Road right-of-way for the project.  The Board supported the initiative of the Town.    
*VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE OFFER TO HOST LOCAL WORKSHOP  

The Town Clerk advised that the Virginia Municipal Insurance Programs had contacted the Town offering to hold a Local Government Communications Workshop in South Boston for the Board of Supervisors, and Council Members from South Boston, Halifax, Scottsburg and Virgilina this summer entitled “Practical Tools for Conflict Management and Community Engagement”.  There is no cost to the Towns or County.  All three localities indicated they would like to participate and authorized Mrs. Jones to proceed with scheduling the workshop.  


There being no business for the joint group the meeting adjourned.






___________________________






Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST: ___________________________

     Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on April 26, 2010 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant 

Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. Council Member D. Coleman Speece         Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 

Council Member Mark J. Morris 

Staff:     Town Manager Ted Daniel; Finance Director Erle Scott, Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Police Captain B. K. Lovelace; Town Clerk Jane Jones  



Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order and turned it over to Current Issues Committee Chairman Bryant.  

*Washington Coleman Community Center Project Update

Mr. Daniel updated the Committee on the search for funding for the Washington Coleman Community Center Project.  He anticipated that federal funding for the project could be received as early as the fall of 2011.  
*Landfill Gas to Energy Project Update 

Mr. Daniel updated the Committee on the Landfill Gas to Energy Project.  He advised that the Town had been awarded a $393,252 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant for 75% of the cost.  He recommended applying for a Virginia Tobacco Commission grant to fund the remaining 25% match, $131,085.   The Committee concurred.  [Resolution adopted by Council later during this meeting.]   
The Current Issues Committee adjourned and the Finance Committee convened.

*Monthly Financial Statement


Mr. Scott presented the monthly financial report and discussed the Town’s financial position to date.    
*2010-2011 Budget; Fee and Tax Listing   


Mr. Daniel presented the proposed Fee and Tax Listing for 2010-2011.  He requested the Mayo 10th meeting be advertised for a public hearing on the proposed 2010-2011 budget which included the Fee and Tax Listing.  The committee concurred.

The Finance Committee adjourned and the full Council convened.

*LANDFILL GAS TO ENERGY GRANT APPLICATION TO TOBACCO COMMISSION AUTHORIZED 

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted to adopt the following resolution authorizing the submission of a Virginia Tobacco Commission Grant for the Landfill Gas to Energy Project.   Voting Aye: Thompson, Bryant, Speece, Snead and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  Abstained: Owens.
A Resolution of the South Boston Town Council Authorizing the Submission of a Virginia Tobacco  Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission Reserve Fund Grant Application in Support of the Landfill Gas to Energy Project

WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston, Virginia is applying for a Reserve Fund Grant in support of its Landfill Gas to Energy Project; and,

WHEREAS,  project  funding in the amount of $393,252 is being provided by the State administered Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program which is in turn funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) of 2009; and,

  

WHEREAS,  the EECBG Program represents a Presidential priority to deploy the cheapest, cleanest, and most reliable energy technologies we have—energy efficiency and conservation—across the country; and, 

  

WHEREAS, the EECBG program requires a 25% funding match of $131,085 by the locality and the existing financial burden placed on the Town of South Boston by the State mandated landfill closure in 2007 clearly warrants additional financial assistance; and ,

WHEREAS,  with the full development of both Phases I and II of the Landfill Energy Project,  the Town will be in position to capitalize on the revenues generated by Phase I  to insure the completion of Phase II (production of electricity); and, 

WHEREAS, the sale of locally produced electricity to the main electrical grid will have a positive impact on the local economy through lower rates than otherwise expected;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the South Boston Town Council authorizes the Town Manager to submit a Fiscal Year 2010 Reserve Fund Grant Application in support of the Landfill to Energy Project.

  

   

*CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS REAL ESTATE  

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss the acquisition of real estate because discussion in open session could adversely affect the negotiating strategy of the Town, as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(3).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.    Nays: none.  

*LAND GIFT JENNY WILKINS ACCEPTED 

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to accept an offer from Mrs. Jenny O. Wilkins to donate twenty-six lots south of Poplar Creek Street and west of Watkins Avenue to the Town at no cost.  [Tax Parcel Numbers: 2274-277; 2370-2387; 2363-2367 and 2369]

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








__________________________








Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST:___________________________

    Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on May 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                                        



Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Capt. B. K. Lovelace, Director of 
Finance Erle Scott; Town Clerk Jane Jones 

*PROPOSED FEE AND TAX LISTING FOR 2010-2011

The Town Manager presented the proposed fee and tax listing for 2010-2011.  All taxes and fee remained the same as last year except for the following recommended changes:  

Solid Waste Commercial Waste Pick up Fee  
1 pickup per week


$ 80.00/year        $90.00
2 pickups



$160.00/year     $180.00
3 pickups



$240.00/year
  $270.00

Right of Way Restoration Fee




a. Asphalt


 $ 4.00/sf               $5.00
  


c. Commercial driveway 
 $15.00/sf            $10.00






e. Pavement marking

 $ 2.50/lf                $3.00   


Curb Cut




$27.00/ft. 


Residential Driveway Approach

$65/sq.yard

Mr. Snead was concerned that the Constitution Square Event – Street Closing fee of $50/hour was excessive especially for non-profit users.   Mr. Daniel explained that the fee was based on the cost to the town had to pay for overtime to man area during events.  

*PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FY 2010-2011 BUDGET


The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on the proposed budget for 2010-2011.  Mr. Daniel noted that the budget as presented was balanced with no tax increases, no new taxes, and held all agency requests to last year’s appropriation.  No one spoke for or against the budget.  The public hearing was closed with adoption scheduled for the June meeting.  

*CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT APPROVED

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to approve renewal of the cable franchise agreement with Comcast Cable Company for a term of fifteen years.  Voting Aye:  Thompson, Bryant, Speece, Owens, Snead and Morris. Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  [A complete copy of the cable franchise agreement is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.]  






*FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION ADOPTED

One requirement of the VDHCD Block Grant for the Innovation Center Equipment Grant is that the Town perform annual fair housing activities.   On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following Fair Housing Resolution and authorized the Clerk to publish it in a local newspaper.    
FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston has received a Community Development Block Grant from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development and;

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development requires the Town of South Boston to take an action to affirmatively further Fair Housing and;

WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston endorses Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 and the Virginia Fair Housing Law which forbid the discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability and familial status in the selling, renting, or financing of housing and;

WHEREAS, these laws prohibit discrimination in the sale or rental of housing by making property unavailable, changing the terms of conditions, of sale or rental, representing a preferential type of buyer or renter through print or publication, or blockbusting.  These laws also prohibit the discrimination in the financing of housing and;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the South Boston Town Council adopts this resolution on May 10, 2010.

*HALIFAX COUNTY SERVICE AUTHORITY APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED

Mr. Willie Jones, Executive Director, Halifax County Service Authority, advised that the terms of Board Members R. O. Harrell and Dexter Gilliam would expire 6/30/10.   HCSA By-laws state that “upon the expiration of the term of an initial director, the remaining directors of the Authority will nominate successors to such a vacant position, which successors will be confirmed by the three Localities.”   The HCSA Directors have nominated Dexter Gilliam for reappointment, and Stewart Nelson to fill the seat to be vacated by Mr. Harrell.    


Mr. Owen, acknowledging his support for both Mr. Gilliam and Mr. Stewart, requested that future nominations of HCSA Board Members representing the Town of South Boston be discussed with Town Council in advance of public announcement.      

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to confirm the nomination of Mr. Dexter Gilliam and Mr. Stewart Nelson to the Halifax County Service Authority Board of Directors.  
*FARMER’S MARKET – REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL SHELTER

Mr. Daniel advised that Destination Downtown South Boston and the Farmers’ Market Association had discussed with him the need for additional covered vendor space at the Farmers’ Market.  Their initial estimate for a second structure was over $70,000.  McDannald Construction, who had installed the original shelter, had offered to purchase a second structure and sell it to the Town at cost, $24,981.  Mr. Daniel noted that Public Works employees could assist with installation keeping that cost down to around $15,000, for a total project cost of $40,000.   Mr. Daniel advised that funding for the project could come from Prior Year Income.   

Vice-Mayor Owen, who is a member of the Virginia Tobacco Commission, advised that the Commission had funded many applications for farmers’ markets. He said since the next round of agri-business applications would be accepted in the fall of 2010.  


Mr. Speece suggested the DDSB and the Farmers’ Market Association work together on a grant application to the Tobacco Commission to fund the project.  Mr. Bryant was supportive of the project if a viable need was clearly identified.  

Council agreed by consensus for the Farmers’ Market Association and DDSB present their needs and plans for expansion of the farmers’ market at the June 7 work session.     

*REQUEST TO ENACT “CURB YOUR DOG LAW”


Rev. Margaret Coleman, Peach Avenue, requested Council require pet owners to remove and dispose of defecated material from public sidewalks.  Police Captain Lovelace advised that there was no current ordinance in the Town Code.  Mr. Daniel advised that he would research what other towns’ codes on the issue and report back to the Current Issues Committee.  
*CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS REAL ESTATE ISSUES 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Snead, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss the sale of publicly owned property as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(3).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  

On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens , Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.    Nays: none.  

No action was taken.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.







_____________________________







Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST: ___________________________

                 Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC
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