
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on January 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                                        

Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner, Director of 
Finance Erle Scott; Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council approved the minutes of December 14, 2009 meeting.   

*2010 MEETING SCHEDULE APPROVED

Town Clerk Jane Jones presented a proposed Council meeting schedule for 2010.  On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Snead, the schedule was unanimously approved.  A copy of the schedule will be posted in Town Hall, on the web page, and provided to the media.

*2010 – 2011 BUDGET SCHEDULE 

Town Manager Ted Manager presented a proposed 2010-2011 Budget Schedule.  Council discussed potential state revenue decreases and the possibility of grant funding opportunities.  A first draft budget should be ready for presentation to the Finance Committee on March 29, 2010.  
*PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT POSTPONED


Mrs. Jones advised that four citizens were being considered for appointment to the Planning Commission: George Burton, Bob Hughes, Robin Tuck-Setti, and Beverly Crowder.  Council delayed the appointment to the January 25th work session.

*COMCAST FRANCHISE NEGOTIATION UPDATE  


Council discussed the Comcast Cable Co. negotiation process.  Mr. Daniel advised that he would have the Town Attorney contact Comcast Cable’s attorney to see if negotiations could be moved forward. 


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








________________________








 Carroll Thackston, Mayor

Attest: ___________________________

            Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC  

At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on January 25, 2010 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant 

Council Member Mark Morris Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 

Council Member D. Coleman Speece

        Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 
Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner; Fire Chief Steve Phillips; Finance Director Erle Scott; Public Works Director Alan Auld 


Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order and turned it over to Current Issues Committee Chairman Bryant.  

*REQUEST FROM SOUTHSIDE REGIONAL JUVENILE GROUP HOME COMMISSION FOR SOUTH BOSTON TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR PROGRAM

Mr. Curtis Nolan, Executive Director of the Southside Regional Juvenile Group Home Commission addressed the Committee with a request for the Town to rejoin the Commission as its third member jurisdiction.  He advised that although the “residential group home” closed in 2009, the program still provided daily supervision of juveniles who are under the supervision of the 10th District Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court.  The level of supervision is directed by the court with the most intensive being electronic monitoring to outreach detention.  Staff is comprised of the Director, three Outreach Workers and 1 Secretary.  Other member jurisdictions are Halifax and Mecklenburg Counties.  Mr. Nolan requested Council appoint a representative to the Commission Board.   The Committee recommended Council consider the request at their February meeting.
*EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN UPDATE  

Fire Chief Steve Phillips advised that Fire Department Staff had been working in conjunction with the Virginia Department of Emergency Services to update the South Boston Emergency Operations Plan.  He advised that the EOP is required to be updated every five years and basically describes the concept of emergency operations and assigns duties and responsibilities to agency heads or organizations in times of emergency.   

Mr. Speece questioned, under the “Declaration of a Local Emergency” Section, if it would not be more prudent to allow the Town Manager to declare an emergency rather than the Town Council.  Mr. Daniel noted that in actuality the Manager could declare the emergency with a backup declaration from Town Council as time permitted.   The Committee recommended Council consider the updated EOP at their February meeting.  
*COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION TO ADOPT  

At its meeting January 13, 2010 the South Boston Planning Commission recommended adoption of the Comprehensive Plan 2030 with several minor changes.  The Commission made final minor changes on page 51 in the Riverdale Long-Term Strategy charette to delete the illustration of a divided roadway with medium and added the following sentence on page 54, “It is intended that any future gateway improvements or median on Highway 501 South would be coordinated closely with area businesses and that appropriate engineering and design studies would be undertaken to minimize impact on any existing business operations.”    


Mr. Owens questioned if the Comprehensive Plan could be amended at any point in the future.  Mr. Daniel said yes, but that amendments should go back to the Planning Commission for their input first.  

Mrs. Bunny Propst reiterated her request to have the Riverdale Long-Term concept deleted from the Plan.    

The Committee recommended Council consider the issue at their February meeting.  


The Current Issues Committee adjourned and the Finance Committee convened.

Finance Director Erle Scott reviewed the monthly financial statement and highlighted important trends.  Mr. Snead requested a report on delinquent tax revenues be given bi-annually.  


The Finance Committee adjourned and the full Council convened.

*PLANNING COMMISSION – BEVERLY CROWDER APPOINTED

On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to appoint Mrs. Beverly Crowder to a four-year term on the South Boston Planning Commission to run January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2013.

*ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CANDIDACY FOR COUNCIL ELECTIONS


Mr. Speece and Mr. Snead announced that they would be seeking re-election for another term on Town Council in the May election.  Vice-Mayor Owens advised that he was undecided on whether or not he would seek re-election.    

*CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS  

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss legal contract negotiations concerning Comcast Cable Company as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(7).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.    Nays: none.  


No action was taken.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








__________________________







            Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST: ___________________________


      Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC
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