
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on July 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                             
                  Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Director of Finance Erle Scott; Town Clerk 
Jane Jones 


On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 8 and 29, 2009 meetings.   Councilman Morris gave the invocation.

*LOTS 3 AND 4 IN HOUGHTON PARK CONVEYED TO HALIFAX REGIONAL PROPERTIES; PUBLIC HEARING  


The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on a proposal to convey lots 3 and 4 in Houghton Park to Halifax Regional Properties, Inc. for the operation of a medical center on the property.  


The Town had received a $539,000 grant from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Develop in 2008 to provide financial assistance to develop a medical center on the property.  The Center has now been completed and is open for business.  


Mr. Owen, noting that the building was located primarily on Lot 3,  questioned if there were any assurances that Halifax Regional Properties would use Lot 4 for medical purposes.   Mr. Snead agreed, saying the deed should reflect that Lot 4 only be used for public health care.   Mr. Daniel advised that a portion of the Halifax Primary Care parking lot was on lot 4.  


On motion of Mr. Snead, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council unanimously adopted the following resolution approving the conveyance.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece and Thompson.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH BOSTON, VA 


WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston, Virginia (the “Town”) is the owner of certain real property known as Lot 3 containing 1.872 acres and Lot 4 containing 2.477 acres, fronting on the southwesterly side of Aubrey’s Loop, as shown on a plat of survey of J. Aubrey Houghton Industrial Park, South Section Revised, dated May 29, 1997, prepared by Jones & Associates, Professional Land Surveyors & Engineers, a copy of which is recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Halifax County, Virginia (the “Clerk’s Office) in Plat Book 9, at page 22 (the “Property”).


WHEREAS, the Town and the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development have entered into that certain Community Development Block Grant Agreement (Grant #07-37) dated October 1, 2008 (“Grant Agreement”) providing for a grant to be made to the Town in the sum of $539,000 to provide financial assistance in the development and operation of a medical center on the Property (the “Medical Center”) to serve the needs of certain individuals as outlined in the Grant Agreement in partnership with certain third parties.


WHEREAS, the Town and Halifax Regional Properties, Inc. (“HRP”) have entered into that certain Sub-Grant and Regulatory Agreement dated October 13, 2008 pursuant to which HRP agreed to comply with the requirements of the Grant Agreement in the operation of the Medical Center.


WHEREAS, the Town and HRP have entered into that certain Ground Lease dated October 13, 2008 (“Ground Lease”) pursuant to which the Town leased to HRP the Property.


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ground Lease, HRP has the option to purchase the Property and any improvements thereon for the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) at any time during the term of the Ground Lease provided that Construction of the Medical Center has been completed and a final certificate of occupancy has been issued.


WHEREAS, construction of the Medical Center has been completed and a final certificate of occupancy has been issued.


WHEREAS, HRP has provided the Town with notice that it has chosen to exercise its option to purchase the Property.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Town that it approves the conveyance of the Property to HRP and authorizes and directs the Town Manager to sign a deed conveying the Property to HRP.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Council is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a duly-certified copy of this Resolution to HRP or its attorney for recordation in the Clerk’s Office so that said certified copy of this Resolution may be recorded as deeds are recorded and indexed in the name of the Town of South Boston and HRP.

*AMENDMENT TO STRUCTURAL FILL AGREEMENT WITH FULL CIRCLE SOLUTIONS, INC. APPROVED – RE:  FLY ASH PLACEMENT PAYMENT 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to approve the following amendment to the Structural Fill Placement Agreement between the Town and Full Circle Solutions.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece and Thompson.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none   

THIS AMENDMENT TO STRUCTURAL FILL PLACEMENT AGREEMENT (“Amendment”), made and entered into as of the 16th day of June 2009, by and between the TOWN OF SOUTH BOSTON, VIRGINIA, a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia (“Owner”), and FULL CIRCLE SOLUTIONS, INC., a Georgia corporation (“Full Circle”);


NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein contained and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and adequacy of which are hereby acknowledged, the parties agree as follows:

1.  Recitals.  The parties recite the following facts:

     a.
The parties entered into that certain Structural Fill Placement Agreement (the “Agreement”), dated January 31, 2008, that generally provides for the placement by Full Circle of Ash (as defined in the Agreement) as a structural fill material on certain real property owned by Owner.

     b.
The Agreement further provides for monthly payments by Full Circle to Owner in the amount of $0.83 per ton of Ash (as defined in the Agreement) placed on the real property described therein.

    c.
Owner and Full Circle desire to amend the Agreement with regard to the method and timing of payment by Full Circle to Owner under the terms and conditions set forth below.

2.  Definitions.  Unless otherwise provided in this Amendment, the terms used in this Amendment shall have the same meaning given to such term in the Agreement.

3.  Section 1.03(c) Payment.  Section 1.03(c) of the Agreement is hereby deleted in its entirety.

4.  New Payment.

     a.
Owner and Full Circle acknowledge that Full Circle is the owner of certain lots located in the Town of South Boston, Virginia, in the J. Aubrey Houghton Industrial Park and that their value is at $14,500.00 per acre, as follows:

	Lot
	Acreage
	Value

	Lot O
	5.910 acres
	$85,695.00

	Lot K-1 
	2.900 acres
	$42,050.00

	Lot K-2
	2.500 acres
	$36,250.00

	Lot N 
	2.542 acres
	$36,859.00


Lots O, K-1, K-2 and N shall be collectively referred to as the "FC Lots".

     b.
Owner and Full Circle acknowledge that as of the date of this Amendment Full Circle has made no payments of the Per Ton Fee to Owner under the Agreement.

     c.
Owner and Full Circle agree that as of May 31, 2009, Full Circle owes to Owner and Owner is presently entitled to cash or credit in the amount of $43,298.58, for 49,034.43 tons of Ash and a storage container valued at $2,600.

     d.
In lieu of cash payment by Full Circle to Owner of the Per Ton Fee, Full Circle shall convey Full Circle's interest in the FC Lots to the Industrial Development Authority of the Town of South Boston, Virginia (the “IDA”), as follows:


i.  At such time that the total Per Ton Fee owed to Owner by Full Circle under the Agreement reaches the amount of $85,695.00, Full Circle shall convey to the IDA all of its interest in Lot O within thirty (30) days after invoice from Owner, as payment for such amount;


ii. Then, at such time that the total Per Ton Fee owed to Owner by Full Circle under the Agreement reaches the amount of $42,050.00, Full Circle shall convey to the IDA all of its interest in Lot K-1 within thirty (30) days after invoice from Owner, as payment for such amount;


iii. Then, at such time that the total Per Ton Fee owed to Owner by Full Circle under the Agreement reaches the amount of $36,250.00, Full Circle shall convey to the IDA all of its interest in Lot K-2 within thirty (30) days after invoice from Owner, as payment for such amount; and


iv.  Then, at such time that the total Per Ton Fee owed to the Owner by Full Circle under the Agreement reaches the amount of $36,859.00, Full Circle shall convey to the IDA all of its interest in Lot N within thirty (30) days after invoice from Owner, as payment for such amount.

After Lot N is conveyed to the IDA as payment, any further invoices from Owner for the Per Ton Fee shall be paid in cash within thirty (30) days after invoice from Owner.

     e.  Conveyances – General Warranty Deed.  All conveyances pursuant to this Section shall be by general warranty deed, free and clear of all monetary liens and other encumbrances.

     f.   Expenses with Conveyance.  Owner agrees to pay the expense of preparing the deeds conveying the FC Lots under this Section and to pay the recordation tax applicable to grantors.  All taxes and assessments, if any, shall be prorated as of the settlement.

4.
Effect on the Agreement.  Except as amended in this Amendment, all other terms, provisions, and conditions of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect, and the parties ratify and confirm that the Agreement, as amended by this Amendment, is and remains in full force and effect.

*OWENS AVENUE REQUEST TO CLOSE  – NO ACTION 

Mrs. Jones provided the Board of Viewers Report to close the unopened northern extension of Owens Avenue.  The Board recommended there would be no inconvenience to the public to close the street;  and that if the street were closed it be sold equally to the adjacent property owners at fair market value.  Mrs. Jones advised that she had conveyed this information to both property owners with no response from either.  Council took no action.  


Mr. Snead recommended future applicants be advised that the abandoned property would be sold at fair market value and require a refundable deposit up front to avoid this situation again.  
*HALIFAX COUNTY SERVICE AUTHORITY APPOINTMENTS CONFIRMED

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, Council unanimously confirmed the appointment of Frank G. “Major” Wray and reappointment of Frederick C. Mistal to four-year terms on the Halifax County Service Authority to run July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2013.     
*SOUTHSIDE PLANNING DISTRICT COM. - ERIC ROBERTS REAPPOINTED 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to reappoint Mr. Eric Roberts to a new three-year term as South Boston’s Member At-Large representative on the Southside Planning District Commission.  Mr. Roberts’s term will run July 1, 2009 through June 20, 2012.    
*CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS APPOINTMENTS TO IDA 

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss candidates for appointment to the South Boston Industrial Development Authority, as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: none.  

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Snead, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: none.

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: none.  

*MARK FOSTER APPOINTED TO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to appointment Mark Foster, 1021 Washington Avenue, to a four-year term on the South Boston Industrial Development Authority.  This term will run July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2013.  

*GROVE AVENUE PLAYGROUND – COMPLAINT 


Mr. Daniel distributed a letter from Dr. and Mrs. Roger Long, 1102 Marshall Avenue, complaining about obscene language, loud music, jostling and damage to fences surrounding Grove Avenue Playground.  Chief Binner advised that the Police Department had received numerous calls concerning the patrons of the parks since January 2009.  


Mr. Daniel recommended park rules be posted and enforced.  He advised that he would work with the Recreation Director to find solutions to resolve the issues.   Mayor Thackston and Councilman Snead offered to go with  Recreation Staff  to counsel the offenders.


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.






________________________________






Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST:___________________________

                Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a special joint meeting of the South Boston Town Council, the Halifax County Board of Supervisors, and the Halifax Town Council, held on July 20, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Mary Bethune Office Complex in Halifax, Virginia the following were present.  

Mayor Carroll Thackston
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens 


Councilman W. R. Snead 
Councilman Morris. L. Bryant 

Councilman Mark Morris

 


  Councilman D. Coleman Speece
 


Absent:  Councilwoman Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel and Town Clerk Jane Jones


Members of the Halifax County Board of Supervisors and Staff

Members of the Halifax Town Council and Staff

 *STIMULUS PROGRAM UPDATE

County Administrator George Nester advised that he had not received any positive feedback from the consultants on the receipt of federal stimulus funding.       
*HALIFAX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROPERTY

Mr. Nester briefed the group on the Joint Committee meeting which discussed proposed uses for the Halifax Elementary School building.  A second meeting will be held in late July with Supervisor Bowman participating on behalf of Halifax County.  
*911 COMMUNICATIONS/EMERGENCY SERVICES

Mr. Nester updated the group on the search for a new Emergency Services Director.  He advised that the selection would be announced at the August Board of Supervisors Meeting.   


Mr. Nester also advised that the Joint Emergency Services E-911 Committee had met on May 12th and recommended that the current E-911 Communications Center Agreement between Halifax County and the Town of South Boston remain in effect as originally established.  The Committee also recommended the E-911 Director continue to report to the E-911 Board and the new Emergency Services Coordinator should report to the County Administrator.   No action was taken.  
*GREEN WASTE/COMPOSTING/SLUDGE DISPOSAL ISSUE  

Mr. Nester advised that Halifax County and the Service Authority were considering alternative solutions to the green waste/composting/sludge disposal issue. Mr. Daniel advised that the Joint Committee had not met since last February when the Agreement to Design, Permit, Construct and Operate the Compost Facility (a Bio-Solids-Wood and Green-Waste Recycling Facility] was forwarded to the Interim County Administrator.    Mr. Daniel inquired why the County had begun a green waste disposal system at the Hamilton Blvd. Convenience Center.   The Board agreed that the County had “dropped the ball” on the issue and would initiate efforts to move forward.          

HALIFAX COUNTY COURTHOUSE RESTORATION


Mr. Nester advised the group that he had contacted the Virginia Historic Resources Office regarding the drainage problems damaging the exterior of the Halifax County Courthouse.  A preliminary engineering report has been obtained and a new security fee is being considered to fund the needed repairs.  
HALIFAX COUNTY SERVICE AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS CONFIRMED


 The Board of Supervisors confirmed the appointment of Fred Mistal and Major Wray to the Halifax County Service Authority.  
*PUBLIC SAFETY EFFORTS LAUDED IN RECENT FIRE 

On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to adopt a joint resolution commending the County and Towns’ Public Safety Employees and Volunteers on their valiant efforts in the recent NAPA Store fire in the Town of Halifax.  The Board of Supervisors and the Halifax Town Council did likewise.

*WATER SUPPLY PLAN FUNDING SOUGHT 

HCSA Executive Director Willie Jones updated the group on the state mandated countywide water supply plan.  He advised that all localities are required to complete a complex, multi-phase water supply plan that would ensure water is available during drought conditions.  Mr. Jones estimated the costs for the Plan to be $50,000 - $80,000 and he asked the Towns and Halifax County to participate in the cost.  Chairman Fitzgerald instructed the County Administrator to work with Mr. Jones to move forward on the proposal.  South Boston took no action.  

*ANIMAL CONTROL POSITION – PROPOSAL TO CONSOLIDATE

Noting that Halifax County and South Boston had both lost their Animal Control Officers in recent months, Supervisor Edmunds proposed consolidating the two departments into one.   Mayor Thackston referred the issue to the upcoming Town Council work session.   No action was taken.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.







_____________________________







   Mayor Carroll Thackston

Attest:___________________________

           Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on July 27, 2009 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:


Mayor Carroll Thackston


Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 

Council Member D. Coleman Speece




   Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 


Absent:  Council Members Morris Bryant and Mark Morris 


Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Director of Finance Erle Scott;  
Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Police Chief Jim Binner; Fire Chief Steve 
Phillips;  Town Clerk Jane Jones

Chief Phillips introduced new Firefighter James Short.


Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order and turned it over to Current Issues Member Sandra Thompson, who chaired the Committee meeting.   
*Riverdale Area Concept – Comprehensive Plan 

Mr. Daniel updated the Committee on the Riverdale Concept Plan being considered by the Planning Commission as it develops the Comprehensive Plan.  The consultants assisting the Planning Commission have designed a plan which transforms much of the flood-prone area along the Dan River into a wetlands nature preserve with walking trails and boat access for recreation use.  The 501 Corridor could be transformed into a tree-lined parkway with walking and biking trails on both sides.  Businesses could relocate to a unique automotive retail center in a flood safe area along Highway 58.  

In 2007 Town Council requested the U. S. Corps of Engineers revisit a 1998 study which called for the purchase and relocation of properties in the Riverdale floodway.  At that time the Town did not obligate the necessary funding to pay its share of the flood study and it was not done.  Many of the Riverdale merchants have attended the Planning Commission meetings where the Comprehensive Plan was discussed.  The majority are opposed to a buyout and relocation.  

The Planning Commission wanted Town Council to be aware of opposition to the Town’s previous long range relocation strategy for Riverdale.  

Mr. Daniel advised that FEMA requirements affect existing buildings in a floodway when those buildings are damaged or improved.  Building “improvements” are defined as any rehabilitation or addition to a building when the cost of the improvement exceeds 50% of the market value of the property before start of construction of the improvement.   This, as well as recurring flooding, gives building owners in a floodway little incentive to improve their buildings. 

Mr. Speece stated that he was opposed to relocating Riverdale merchants against their will at the expense of Town taxpayers.   


Mr. Owens questioned if incentives could be given to Riverdale merchants to assist them with building improvements.  


Mr. Daniel advised that the Comprehensive Plan consultants were meeting with Riverdale merchants on July 28 to develop other concepts.    

*Proposed Amendments To Flood Plain And Firing Range Ordinances


Mr. Daniel advised that the Planning Commission would be conducting two public hearings in August on amendments to the Town Code concerning the Flood Plain Ordinance and Skeet Ranges.   Draft copies of the proposed amendments were reviewed.    

The Committee recommended Council hold public hearings on the amendments at a future meeting.    
*Recommendation From Planning Commission To Approve A Special Use Permit Application Allowing An Auto Body Painting And Repair Shop At 527 Easley Street Under Certain Conditions

Mr. Daniel advised that the Planning Commission had held a public hearing and  recommended a Special Use Permit be granted to allow Mr. Ronnie Talbott to operate an auto body painting and repair shop at 527 Easley Street, under the following conditions:

· The business shall operate during normal business hours only, and will


close no later than 8:00 p.m.

· Areas devoted to outdoor storage of inoperable vehicles or automotive parts shall be screened from adjacent properties by fences, walls or evergreen vegetative material not less than six feet in height.

The Committee approved the item for a Council public hearing on August 10, 2009.    

*Proposal From Board Of Supervisors To Consolidate Animal Control Functions 

At the Joint Meeting July 20th, Supervisor Edmunds proposed consolidating the County and Town Animal Control Departments.   Staff recommended this function not be consolidated for the following reasons.   

1. South Boston has a leash law for dogs, the County does not.  The level of enforcement is unique in the densely populated urban area of South Boston.

a. The South Boston dog lease law is enforced through routine patrolling by the Animal Control vehicle in all sections of the Town.

b. The County responds to specific complaints about problem dogs; South Boston picks up dogs found running at large.  

c. The densely populated area of South Boston is affected by the intrusion of wildlife and calls to capture/control skunks, raccoons, ground hogs, snakes, etc. and citizen calls for service regarding domestic pets.  This requires a unique animal control response that the County does not provide.  

2. The South Boston Animal Control Officer is assigned to the Police Department for supervision and is closely supported by law enforcement officers on duty.

3. South Boston requires a full time animal control response with the ability to respond 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Through close Police Department support this unique coverage is possible with only one animal control officer.

4. In a consolidated situation, South Boston would still be required to fund the same position, vehicles and operating expenses, and the close police cooperation and coordination unique to South Boston would be lost.

The Committee concurred and recommended this function not be consolidated.  

*Request To Allow A Portion Of An Unopened Right–of-Way, West Of Porter Lane, To Be Used For A Neighborhood Playground

Mr. Daniel presented a request from Mr. Thomas Coleman, 1205 Porter Lane, to clear a wooded area across from his home, which was a dedicated but unopened street, for a neighborhood playground.    The Committee discussed the issue and referred it back to Staff for more information and a recommendation.


The Current Issues Committee adjourned and the Finance Committee convened.
*Monthly And Year End Financial Statements  


Mr. Scott reviewed the monthly and year end financial statements with the Committee.  General Fund year end revenue was at 103.2% of budget, with expenditures coming in at 103.8%.  Cash Operating at year end was $2,585,732.  
*2008-2009 Budget Carryover Request


Mr. Daniel recommended funding for three projects that had not been completed in 2008-2009 be carried over to FY2009-2010:
· Comprehensive Plan - $15,500

· Acquisition and Demolition of old Water Plant  - $41,300 
· Special Events Recreation Department - $3,800


He noted that the entire fund balance at June 30th would be carried over to Council Contingency.  The Committee concurred and approved the item for inclusion on the August 10, 2009 Council agenda.  
       *Landfill Gas And Green Waste/Sludge Disposal Projects Update 

Mr. Daniel updated the Committee on the Landfill Gas Project.  The Town has not received positive feedback from Congressional staffers that federal funding would be granted for this project.  He advised that Staff would be meeting with Joyce Engineering within the upcoming week to discuss a proposal to partner on a landfill gas to energy system.  

Mr. Daniel advised that Halifax County had not responded to the Comprehensive Agreement to establish a green waste composting operation at the Plywood Trail site.   The Town is still collecting, mulching and tilling its green waste into the soil adjacent to the old landfill site.           

Mr. Daniel advised that there was insufficient funding in the Landfill Closure Fund for both projects, and he felt landfill gas abatement was the higher priority.  He advised that Halifax County could develop the closed vessel composting system with federal funding and run that system themselves.  


Mr. Speece expressed concern that the sludge disposal problem was not being addressed.   Mr. Owens questioned if grant funds had been sought for the landfill gas project.  


The Committee urged the Joint Working Group to meet to discuss the green waste/composting/sludge disposal issue as soon as possible.   

Recommendation From Director Of Public Works To Increase Code Enforcement  Assistant Position To Full-Time 

Citing the increased work load, Mr. Auld recommended the Code Enforcement Department be expanded by making the part-time Code Enforcement Assistant a full-time position.  He noted that the employee’s hours had been doubled in the 2009-2010 budget but that no funding was approved for fringe benefits.  

Mr. Owen felt Council should closely scrutinize any request to increase the number of full-time employees.  He requested written justification before the position was made full-time.  He also questioned if the position had been advertised.    


The Committee directed Mr. Auld to provide written justification for the increase and bring the issue back to the August work session.


There being no further business the Finance Committee adjourned.  


There being no business for the Council, the meeting adjourned.








_____________________________    







Mayor Carroll Thackston
ATTEST: ___________________________



Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC 
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