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At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on May 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                             
                           Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Director of Finance Erle Scott; Director of Public Works 
Alan Auld; Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Thompson, Council approved the minutes of the April 13, 20 and 27, 2009 meetings. 
*PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2009-2010 BUDGET 

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on the proposed 2009-2010 budget.  Mrs. Kitty Shortt, President, and Judge Frank Slayton, Board Member, South Boston Historical Museum, addressed Council requesting an additional $5,000 appropriation be granted to the Museum.  They highlighted the work of the Museum as the repository of historical items for Halifax County and South Boston, and the fact that the Museum had experienced over $25,000 in repairs to the roof and air conditioner system during the past year.        

Mayor Thackston advised that the YMCA had requested an additional $1,500 appropriation.  He cited unexpected expenses needed for the indoor pool system.  Mr. Speece recommended Council review the budgets and financial statements of each organization before granting any additional appropriations.  Council concurred.  


Mr. Daniel noted that there was a balance of $179,863 in the 2008-2009 Council Contingency line.  Mr. Owens recommended that this money be rolled over to the 2009-2010 Contingency rather allowing the funds to go to the General Fund cash balance at year end.   


Mr. Owens questioned the increase in Code Enforcement Department part-time salaries.  Mr. Auld responded that the increase was in direct relation to the increase in the work load.  The part-time employees’ hours had been increased 20 to 39 per week.  


Mr. Daniel noted that all paid part-time summer help had been eliminated in the proposed budget.  Mr. Owens questioned if the Town would take advantage of the 2009 Summer Employment Program offered by the South Central Workforce Investment Board and the Southside Community College.  Mr. Daniel advised that the Town planned to use some of the youth in the Recreation Department.  Mr. Owens noted that since there would be no cost to the Town he felt it was a good way to help the youth and fill the void created by the loss of summer help.  Mr. Daniel advised that he would contact the SVCC to get more information about the program.  

*FEE AND TAX LISTING FOR 2009-2010 

 


Mr. Daniel presented the proposed Fee and Tax Listing for 2009-2010.  Staff proposed a new fee of $50.00 an hour to close a public street for an event in Constitution Square be charged.  No action was taken.  

*COMCAST CABLE 

Mr. Speece asked when the cable television franchise would be up for renewal.  He asked when the Town could expect to receive high definition service.  Mr. Daniel advised that the town attorney was working with Comcast on the renewal franchise and that would be ready to negotiate in July.  Mr. Speece recommended a formal request be sent to Comcast asking that the cable system be upgraded to HDTV format as soon as possible.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.










_______________________










Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST:___________________________

    Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC



At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on June 1, 2009 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Council Member Mark J. Morris 

Council Member Morris L. Bryant
Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 

Council Member D. Coleman Speece

                 Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 
Absent: Vice-Mayor Edward Owens

Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Town Clerk Jane Jones; Police Chief Jim Binner; 
Fire Chief Steve Phillips; Finance Director Erle Scott;  Police Captain B. K. Lovelace; Police 
Lt. Dennis Barker


Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order.  

*EXTENSION OF CONDITIONAL SPECIAL USE PERMIT ALLOWING A DANCE HALL AT 532 NORTH MAIN STREET DENIED
Mr. Daniel stated that on March 9th, Council had granted a Conditional Special Use Permit to Mr. Bryon Vaughan to allow the operation of a dance hall at the “old SoBo Theatre” building, 532 North Main Street, in a B-3 Business Zone.  The permit was approved for a three month period - March 9 – June 9, 2009, to be automatically extended for six months, to September 9, 2009, unless called for review by Town Council or the Planning Commission.  Mr. Daniel advised that the Planning Commission reviewed the Special Use Permit at their May 13th meeting and recommended it be extended for three additional months to September 9th and then reviewed again at that time.  
The Town Manager, the Police Chief and the Fire Chief recommended the Special Use Permit not be extended after June 9th.  The Police Department provided a detailed list of incidents surrounding events held at the facility between February 12 and May 30, 2009, which included:   

· Under age drinking and marijuana  
· Large crowds of juveniles milling about after 2:00 a.m.

· Congestion in the streets

· Disorderly conduct, fights, unruly crowds acting in a threatening manner toward police officers 

· Reports of counterfeit money being dropped from the ceiling

· Breaking into vehicles
· Inadequate Security at the facility

· Public Safety overtime costs

Mr. Vaughan spoke defending the facility – noting that no incidents had incurred inside the facility during the dances.  


On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to terminate the Conditional Special Use Permit granted to Mr. Vaughan allowing a dance hall to be operated at 523 N. Main Street, effective June 10, 2009, and not to extend the permit for an additional period of time due to Council and Police Department concerns regarding congestion in the public streets, the provision of adequate police and fire protection, and the maintenance of a harmonious community.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: (0). Absent and not voting: Owens.  

*2009 FEE AND TAX LISTING ADOPTED 

On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following fee and tax listing for 2009-2010.   Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: (0). Absent and not voting: Owens.  

FEE & TAX LISTING FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10

TAXES







 


Real Estate Tax




       19¢/$100

Mobile Homes Tax




       19¢/$100

Personal Property Tax




    $2.00/$100  
   


Machinery & Tools Tax




       31¢/$100

Meals Tax





   3% of Sales

Occupancy Tax




     5.5% of Room Rate


Business License Tax



             $30 minimum  

Contractors




       08¢/$100 

Financial & Real Estate Services

       29¢/$100                                 

Retail





       10¢/$100                                 

Business, Personal & Repair Service

       18¢/$100                                 

Wholesale




       10¢/$100                     

Sales Tax




                 1% of Sales

Bank Franchise Tax


     80% of State Franchise Rate

Utility Franchise Fee


                      ½ of 1% of Gross


Utility Consumption Tax – Electrical 

Residential
     70¢ plus rate of $0.007157/kwh - $3.00 max./mo.

Commercial
$1.15 plus rate of $0.006469/kwh - $300 max./mo.

Industrial 
$1.15 plus ratio of $0.008963/kwh - $300 max./mo.

Utility Right of Way Fee
                          72¢/month/telephone line

FEES & PERMITS
Cemetery Lots


Oak Ridge
              $1,000.00 per lot new section;  $1,500.00 old section 

Memorial Gardens




$1,000.00 per lot


Rose Garden





$   750.00 per lot


Lot Transfer Fee




$   100.00

    
Cemetery Monument Installation Permit


Veterans
 Stone/Plaque



No Charge


All others





$10.00 each

Solid Waste Commercial Waste Pick up  

1 pickup per week



 $80.00/year 


2 pickups




$160.00/year


3 pickups




$240.00/year


False Alarm Fee


Police




  $25.00 each after 4th call/year

Fire




$150.00 each after 4th call/year

Recreation Fees/Rents


Gym Admission




50¢ to $1.00

Open gym fee




$    2.00 per adult or $40/year

Gym Rent




$  30.00/hour

Industrial League Entry Fee


$325.00 - $475.00

Picnic Shelter Rent



$  25.00 for 4 hours

Banner Permit (Street)




$  30.00

  
Yard Sale Permit




$  30.00 each after 4 in a year

  
PLANNING & ZONING FEES 

Appeals to Board of Zoning Appeals


$175.00

Copy of Zoning Ordinance 



$  50.00

Copy of Subdivision Ordinance


 
$  35.00

Copy of Comprehensive Plan



$  50.00

Final Subdivision Site Plan Review


$  50.00


Ordinance Amendment Fee



$200.00 per section 

Preliminary Subdivision Site Plan Review                  $5.00 per parcel; $50.00 minimum 

Rezoning Application




$175.00

Sign Permit





$  25.00

Special Use Permit




$175.00

Street Closing Fee




$100.00

Street Name Change - Application Fee


Advertising Cost

Survey Plat Certification 

                       $25.00 (Lot line vacation/addition)

Variance Application




$175.00


Zoning Permit/Certificate of Zoning Compliance

  $25.00


Zoning Permit – plot plan required, we do plan

  $50.00

Zoning Permit – site plan required 

       $100.00 + Engineering review costs


  Permit fees on the following are doubled if issued after the fact.

OTHER CHARGES
Cat Tags





$5.00  ($1 Duplicate)

Curb Cuts
$27.00 per foot w/14’ minimum


Dogs



Running at Large



$25.00



No Rabies Vaccination



$30.00

             No Dog Tag
$30.00

Parking Fines

Handicap




$100.00

Other





$  10.00

Police Record Checks




$    5.00

Law Enforcement Services Fee - Public Entertainment    $  50.00 per event 

Law Enforcement Services – Personnel Cost Fee
Actual Cost + 15%  payable in advance  

Farmer's Market Shelter




$  25.00 each Event Day

Constitution Square




$  50.00 per Event

Constitution Square Event – Fee to Close Street

$  50.00 per Hour 

Rental Housing Inspection Fee



$  50.00

Vehicle 
Registration Fee







Auto





$25.00 each

Trucks
$25.00 depending on weight

Taxi





$65.00
Motorcycle




$10.00
National Guard




1/2 State Fee

DMV Maintenance Fee




$30.00



ENCROACHMENT PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE


(1)      Permit Fee 




$25.00


(2)       Inspection Fee:



a. Sidewalk/driveway/curb/gutter


      15¢/lf




b. Minimum fee




$10.00






c. Sewer lateral/water service


$50.00/ea



(3) 
Field investigation fee 



$50.00


(4)
Right of Way Restoration Fee




a. Asphalt



 $ 4.00/sf  




b. Concrete sidewalk


 $ 7.00/sf
  




c. Commercial driveway 

 $15.00/sf 







d. Curb and gutter 


 $32.00/lf  





e. Pavement marking


 $ 2.50/lf
   




f.  Regulatory signs 


per replacement cost




g.  Minimum Fee 


 $50.00


Town Council recessed.   The Finance Committee convened. 

*Mr. Scott reviewed the Monthly Financial Statement with the Committee and answered questions.

*PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2009-10 – RECOMMENDED ADOPTION 

Mr. Daniel advised that after final edits were made to the proposed 2009-2010 budget there was $155,777 left in Reserve for Contingency which would be rolled over to 2009-2010.  The Committee reviewed the financial statements of the South Boston Historical Museum and the YMCA and recommended both requests for additional funding be granted this year.  The Finance Committee recommended Council adopt the proposed budget as amended at the June 8th meeting.


The Finance Committee adjourned.  After a short recess the Current Issues Committee convened.

*E-911 CENTER – UPDATE ON JOINT WORKING COMMITTEE   

Chief Phillips gave an update on the E-911 Joint Committee meeting held on May 12th.   The Committee recommended the by-laws and current agreement remain in effect as written.  The Current Issues Committee concurred.

*REQUEST TO CLOSE THE NORTHERN UNOPENED END OF OWENS AVENUE

Mr. Daniel reported on a Street Closing Application from Ms. Heather Bawgus, 202 Chalmers Avenue, to close the northern unopened portion of Owens Avenue.  A public hearing has been advertised for the June 8th meeting.   Mrs. Jones reminded the Committee had a Board of Viewers would also need to be appointed after the public hearing.  

*APPOINTMENTS DUE JULY 1, 2009 

Mrs. Jones advised that the following two appointments would need to be considered by Council before July 1st.  


Industrial Development Authority – Hill Felton, Jr.  – Ineligible for a 3rd term


Southside Planning District Commission – At Large Seat - Eric Roberts

FLOOD PLAIN ZONING – REVISIONS FORTHCOMING 

Mr. Daniel advised the Committee that recent changes to the National Flood Insurance Program would precipitate vast amendments to the current Floodplain Zoning Ordinance.  He advised that the Planning Commission would be reviewing the amendments with a recommendation to Council with the next two months.
*CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL AND LEGAL ISSUES AS ALLOWED IN 2.2-3711(A)(1) AND (7) OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA  

On motion of Dr. Morris,  seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss legal and personnel matters as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(1) and (7).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris,  Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: (0). Absent and not voting: Owens.  


On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Snead, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: (0). Absent and not voting: Owens.  


On motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: (0). Absent and not voting: Owens.  

*TOWN MANAGER SALARY INCREASE APPROVED


On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Snead, Council voted unanimously to increase Town Manager Ted Daniel’s salary by $2,000.00, to $93,000/year effective July 1, 2009, .  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Snead, Speece, and Thompson.  Nays: (0). Absent and not voting: Owens.  


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








_________________________________









Mayor Carroll Thackston

ATTEST:  ____________________________


         Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC 
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