
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on March 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
  Council Member Mark J. Morris

 Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                             
                  Council Member Sandra M. Thompson

Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner; Town Clerk Jane 
Jones 


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council approved the minutes of the February 9 & 23, 2009 meetings as distributed.  
*SPECIAL USE PERMIT GRANTED TO ALLOW THE PROPERTY 532 N. MAIN ST. TO BE USED AS A DANCE HALL UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on a request from Mr. Byron Vaughan to allow the property at 532 North Main Street, PRN#4045, to be used as a dance hall, which is allowed by special use permit in a B-3 Central Business District.   The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the application and recommended the permit be approved for a three-month period, automatically extended to six months, unless terminated by affirmative action of either Town Council or the Planning Commission, under the following conditions:

1. A minimum of four certified law enforcement or bonded private security officers be provided on premises for each dance; and

2. All Fire and Building Code provisions applying to dance halls are complied with.  


Mr. Vaughan, 307 Clover Road, Clover, Virginia spoke in support of the application.  He advised that his goal was to provide safe, quality entertainment for teenagers.  Mr. Vaughan stated that he had held seven previous events at the location without incident.  Future plans for the facility included gospel sings, jazz concerts, and comedy clubs.  

No one spoke in opposition to the applicaiton.  


On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Owens, the following resolution was adopted unanimously.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece and Thompson.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: None.

RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH BOSTON TOWN COUNCIL APPROVING A CONDITIONAL SPECIAL USE PERMIT ALLOWING A DANCE HALL TO BE OPERATED AT 532 NORTH MAIN STREET

WHEREAS §114-235 [c] [2] states that Town Council action on Special Use Permits shall be by resolution, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Byron M. Vaughan, has applied for a Special Use Permit to operate a dance hall in a B-3 Central Business District, in an existing structure located at 532 North Main Street, PRN 4045, and 

WHEREAS, §114-82, allows dance halls by special use permit in the B-3 District, and

WHEREAS, the Town Council conducted a duly advertised public hearing on the Special Use Permit Application on March 9, 2009.   

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the South Boston Town Council that a Special Use Permit is approved for three months, March 9 – June 9, 2009, to be automatically extended for six months, to September 9, 2009, unless called for review by Town Council or the Planning Commission and subject to the following conditions:

1) A minimum of four security officers, certified law enforcement or bonded private security officers are required to be on the premises for each event.

2) Compliance with any and all fire and building code provisions regarding change of use to permit a dance hall.  
BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER, that in issuing this Special Use Permit, the Town Council of South Boston has determined that:

[a] Required public notices and adjacent property owner notifications were duly and legally made;


[b] Public comment was solicited during a required public hearing;

[c] Issuing the Special Use Permit will not harm or jeopardize the public health, safety and/or welfare of adjacent properties.

Adopted this 9th day of March 2009.
*MR. BILLY CLARKE HONORED FOR SERVICE ON BZA  

Mayor Thackston presented Mr. Billy Clarke with a resolution of appreciation for twelve years service on the South Boston Board of Zoning Appeals.    

*INFILL HOUSING PROJECT – PUBLIC HEARING 

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing to receive citizen comment on a proposed application to the Virginia Department Housing and Community Development for a “infill housing project” in South Boston.  The Project will identify, acquire and develop lots throughout the Town where new homes can be constructed and made available for first-time low and moderate income residents.  The project will focus on vacant lots with street frontage and utilities in place. 


Mr. Daniel advised that staff had identified ten parcels suitable for construction and titles searches had been performed.  He advised that the Town would be partnering with Southside Outreach Group, a certified housing provider, on the project.  He suggested that a VDHCD Innovative Grant application could be ready for submittal in January 2010.   

Mr. Earl Howerton, Executive Director for the Southside Outreach Group, spoke in support of the project.  He noted that their goal was to work with qualified renters, counsel them on budgeting and saving, create an action plan, improve their credit scores, and get them into home ownership.  Southside Outreach Group has agreed to build two units on lots they currently own and rent them to potential candidates for first-time homeownership.  He envisioned a “revolving pool” of renters progressing into homeowners.  With the acquisition of CDBG and other housing funding, additional lots can be acquired and more homes constructed.  


No one spoke in opposition.  No action was taken. 
*BOYDTON HORSE PARK ENDORSED


On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Morris, Council adopted the following resolution on a 5-0 vote to endorse the proposed Boydton Horse Park.   Mr. Owen abstained.  
Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide a step towards recognizing preserving and expanding the horse culture of this area; and 

 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will build on a local heritage dating back to the 1700’s when George Washington and Thomas Jefferson among others brought their horses to Boydton to race on the Nations first oval race track; and

 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will also build on a local heritage of the 47 year successful history of The Boydton Ruritan Club annual horse show; and
 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide a significant positive economic impact to the entire region of Mecklenburg County and surrounding counties; and

  
Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide significant development of new job opportunities for the local market; and
 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide new markets for alternative crops for the regions Tobacco farmers; and

 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide a positive way of enhancing the value and use of the Tobacco Heritage Trail; anderitage Trail, and
 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide a significant new and vital “Green” activity for recreation and business while preserving valuable “open space” and the areas agrarian culture; and

 

Whereas, the Boydton Horse Park will provide a significant positive impact on the tourist business of the area.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that The Town of South Boston fully supports the development of the Boydton Horse Park by the Boydton Ruritan Club and the Town of Boydton.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








____________________________








Carroll Thackston, Mayor 

ATTEST:  _______________________


       Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk    


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on March 30, 2009 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Mark Morris 

Council Member Morris L. Bryant Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 

Council Member D. Coleman Speece

   Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 

Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel, Finance Director Erle Scott; Police Chief Jim 
Binner; Fire Chief Steve Phillips; Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Town 
Clerk Jane Jones

*AMERICAN TOBACCO WAREHOUSE RENOVATION PROJECT – VDHCD GRANT APPLICATION PUBLIC HEARING

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on an application to the Virginia Department of Housing & Community Development for a grant to assist in the cost to equip the Advanced Technology Manufacturing portion of the Innovation Center at the American Tobacco Warehouse.  Mr. Daniel gave an overview of the project.   Dr. Charles Hunter, a retired educator, spoke in support of the project.  No one spoke in opposition.


Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. and turned it over to Current Issues Committee Chairman Morris Bryant.  

*TOWN CODE SECTION 90-131 HOUSE NUMBERS AMENDED

Mr. Daniel presented a revised recommendation to amend Town Code §90-131 House Numbers, to require address numbers be displayed clearly on all buildings.  The Committee concurred with the amendment and recommended approval.  
*SOUTH PEACH ORCHARD ROAD – REQUEST TO INCLUDE TOWN MAINTENANCE SYSTEM 

Mr. Auld presented a petition from residents of Peach Orchard Road to have their road incorporated into the town’s street maintenance system.  He advised that the road had not been built to state standards and as such was not be eligible for highway mileage reimbursement funding if Town funds were spent on the road.  Mr. Auld advised that the subdivision was orginially built in Halifax County and annexed into South Boston in 1998.  The State had allowed the developer to build the road to private road standards below state standards.  The State had never maintained the road.    


Mr. Speece questioned the wisdom of accepting a substandard road into the Town’s system and asked staff to determine if the VDOT agreement could be rescinded.  No action was taken.    

There being no further business for the Current Issues Committee it adjourned and the Finance Committee convened. 


Finance Director Erle Scott reviewed highlights from the monthly financial statement.     

*STIMULUS FUNDING - CONTRACT FOR CONSULTING SERVICES

 
Mr. Daniel reviewed a proposed contract with the Capital Results, Inc. for consulting services in pursuit of federal stimulus funding.  The cost of the contract would be borne equally between the Town, Halifax County, the Halifax Education Foundation and the Halifax County Economic Development Office.   Mr. Daniel recommended approval of the contract.       
*2009-10 PROPOSED BUDGET 

Mr. Daniel advised that staff was processing through departmental and agency requests for the 2009-2010 budget.  He noted the working draft budget projected no tax increases and no capital projects unless funded by grant or stimulus money.  The Finance Committee scheduled a meeting at 4:00 p.m. on April 6, 2009 to begin reviewing the proposed budget.  


There being no further business for the Finance Committee it adjourned and the full Council convened.

*§90-131 HOUSE NUMBERS AMENDED TO APPLY TO ALL BUILDINGS


On motion of Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Snead, the following resolution was unanimously adopted to amend §90-131 of the Town Code to require house numbers be displayed on all buildings effective July 1, 2009.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH BOSTON, CHAPTER 90 sTREETS, SIDEWALKS AND other PUBLIC PLACES, ARTICLE VI HOUSE ADDRESSES, §90-131   

SECTION I:

It is the intent of the South Boston Town Council to amend the Code of the Town of South Boston; Chapter 90 Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places, Article VI House Addresses, Section 90-131.  

SECTION II:

The purpose of the amendment is to require that address numbers be clearly displayed on all buildings.  

SECTION III: 

For purposes of this ordinance any language in this ordinance which is shown with a line preceding through the middle of letters or punctuation marks or blank spaces, otherwise known as a strikeout and appearing similar to this  “Town of South Boston“ shall be considered as having been deleted from the Code by this ordinance. 
SECTION IV:

For purposes of this ordinance any language in this ordinance that is shown in Italics and appearing similar to this “Town of South Boston” shall be considered as having been added to the Code by this ordinance.

SECTION V:  


Chapter 90 is hereby amended by adding the following:  

Sec. 90-131.  House Building address numbers.

All persons residing on streets or owning property on streets on which house numbers have been assigned by the town shall promptly place such numbers, of permanent material, at the front doors of such houses owned or occupied by them.   The owner of any home, business, apartment, factory or any other building shall properly display a building address number.  These numbers must be not less than four (4) inches in height, made of durable substance, and be displayed so as to be clearly visible from the street in front of the building.  If the building address numbers are not clearly visible from the street line, they must be placed near the walk, driveway or common entrance to such building and upon a gateway, fence, tree, post or other appropriate place so as to be easily discernible from the street line.

The building numbers shall be assigned by the Town Planning and Zoning Office.

Any person owning or occupying such house building who shall fail or refuse to put up such permanent numbers, after being notified by the town, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished as provided by section 1-8.

SECTION VI:

This Ordinance shall become effective at midnight on June 30, 2009.  

SECTION VII:


If any language, part, or section of this Ordinance is legally declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then only that language, part, or section of this Ordinance shall be invalid and all other language, parts, and sections shall remain in full force and effect.

*AMERICAN TOBACCO WAREHOUSE RENOVATION PROJECT GRANT APPLICATION APPROVED 

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution authorizing and endorsing a grant application to assist with the funding of equipment for the American Tobacco Warehouse Renovation Project.
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND FILINGPRIVATE 

OF A $700,000 GRANT APPLICATION THROUGH THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM FOR THE AMERICAN TOBACCO WAREHOUSE RENOVATION PROJECT 
WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (VDHCD) is accepting proposals from local governments within the Commonwealth of Virginia for Community Development Block Grants (CDBG); and
WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston has identified equipping the American Tobacco Warehouse Renovation Project as a worthy project to pursue; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of South Boston wishes to apply for $700,000 of Virginia Community Development Block Grant funds for the American Tobacco Warehouse Renovation Project to fund the purchase of Computer Numerical Control (CNC) equipment and other equipment to furnish the Advanced Technology Manufacturing portion of the Innovation Center to be housed in the American Tobacco Warehouse; and

WHEREAS, the Halifax Education Foundation has secured nearly $10 million in capital funds from the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission Tobacco to renovate the American Tobacco Warehouse facility; and  

WHEREAS, it is projected that many low-to-moderate income families will benefit from the implementation of this project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town properly advertised and conducted two public hearings which addressed the CDBG program and the proposed CDBG project application, thereby meeting the public participation requirements of the program;

THEREFORE, BE it resolved that the South Boston Town Council hereby authorized and supports that all necessary applications, forms and assurances required by this program be submitted to the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development; and the South Boston Town Council authorizes the Town Manager to complete and sign the Town’s FY2009 proposal.  

*CAPITAL RESULTS, INC. – CONSULTING CONTRACT APPROVED 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to approve a contract with Capital Results, Inc. for consulting services in connection with federal stimulus project funding at a cost of $25,500 to be divided equally among the Town of South Boston, Halifax County, Halifax County Economic Development Commission, and the Halifax Education Foundation.  
*APRIL COUNCIL MEETING MOVED UP A WEEK 


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to change the date of the April Council meeting to April 6, 2009.  
CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS
On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss pending contract negotiations as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(30).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: (0).

On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: (0).

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.    Nays: (0).

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








_____________________________








Carroll Thackston Mayor 

ATTEST:______________________________


    Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC
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