
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on February 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
  Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr.               Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                             
                  Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner; Director of Finance Erle Scott; Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 12 and 26, 2009 meetings. Councilman Bryant gave the invocation.

*LANDFILL GAS RECOVERY PROJECT 

Mr. L. E. “Butch” Joyce, Joyce Engineering, Richmond updated Council on a proposal to convert methane gas from the South Boston Landfill into a revenue source.  He discussed the carbon credit market, renewable energy, federal legislation and weighed the risks against the costs.  In summary Mr. Joyce recommended the Town proceed with the design and implementation of a landfill gas recovery project as soon as possible.  Council took no action.

*BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS – LAURETTA FAULKNER RECOMMENDED FOR APPOINTMENT

On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Snead, Council voted unanimously to recommend to the Court that Mrs. Lauretta Faulkner be appointed to the South Boston Board of Zoning Appeals replacing Mr. Billy Clarke who was ineligible for reappointment.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Owens, Morris, Snead, Thompson and Speece.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  

*AMENDMENT TO §2-136 -  TERMS OF BOARD MEMBERS EXTENDED


On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council unanimously adopted the following resolution amending Section 2-136 of the Town Code to permit board and commission members to serve an additional fourth term of office, if the term is for two or three years.   The Code had previously allowed members to serve “three” full terms of two or three years.  Voting Aye:  Bryant, Owens, Morris, Snead, Thompson and Speece.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH BOSTON, VIRGINIA CHAPTER 2 administration; Boards and Commissions; Section 2-136 Terms of OFfice 

SECTION I:

It is the intent of the South Boston Town Council to amend the Code of the Town of South Boston; Chapter.   

SECTION II:


The purpose of the amendment is to allow members of boards or commissions that have two or three-year terms to serve an additional fourth term.  
SECTION III: 

For purposes of this ordinance any language in this ordinance which is shown with a line preceding through the middle of letters or punctuation marks or blank spaces, otherwise known as a strikeout and appearing similar to this  “Town of South Boston“ shall be considered as having been deleted from the Code by this ordinance. 

SECTION IV:

For purposes of this ordinance any language in this ordinance that is shown in Italics and appearing similar to this “Town of South Boston” shall be considered as having been added to the Code by this ordinance.

SECTION V:  


Chapter 2 Administration, Article IV. Board and Commissions is hereby amended as follows:  

Sec. 2-136.  Terms of office.

(a)
Except as otherwise provided by law, members of town boards, commissions and other appointive bodies shall not be permitted to serve more than two full consecutive terms of four or five years, or three four full consecutive terms of two or three years.
SECTION VI:

This Ordinance shall become effective February 9, 2009.      

SECTION VII:


If any language, part, or section of this Ordinance is legally declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then only that language, part, or section of this Ordinance shall be invalid and all other language, parts, and sections shall remain in full force and effect.

*IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL – REAPPOINTED PHILLIPS AND SARNATARO


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Charles Phillips and Vinnie Sarnataro were reappointed to the Halifax County Improvement Council.  Their new terms will run February 1, 2009 through January 31, 2011.

*CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS THE PENDING CONTRACTS 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Ms. Thompson, Council voted unanimously to go into a closed meeting to discuss the negotiation of a pending contract with occupants of a proposed new office building to be built in Houghton Park, as allowed by the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711(A)(30).  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  
On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to return to open session.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  
On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council unanimously certified that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the town council.  Voting Aye: Bryant, Morris, Owens, Snead, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  
*ONE STOP CENTER – BUILDING CONSTRUCTION ENDORSED 

On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to endorse a proposal by the South Boston Industrial Development Authority to construct a new office building on Lot 5 and 6 in Houghton Park.  The IDA is negotiating a License Agreement for rental of the facility with five agencies wishing to occupy individual and shared space.  The building is being built to house the first Work Force One-Stop Center built from the ground up in the State.  The One-Stop concept provides citizens and businesses with employment opportunities, job training and support services under one roof.       


Mr. Daniel updated Council on three issues before the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals:
· Dance Hall Special Use Permit Application – Old theater building on Main Street

· Comprehensive Plan design charrettes 
· Internet Café - Appeal of Zoning Administrator’s decision  

No action was taken.  


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.









________________________









Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST:_________________________

                 Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk 


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on February 23, 2009 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Mark Morris 

Council Member Morris L. Bryant
Council Member D. Coleman Speece         Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 


Absent:  Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr.
Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Finance Director Erle Scott; Police Chief Jim Binner; Fire Chief Steve Phillips; Fire Captain Dwight Spangler; Director of Public Works Alan Auld; Town Clerk Jane Jones 

Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order and turned it over to Current Issues Committee Chairman Bryant.

*FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2008  

Chief Phillips and Captain Spangler presented the 2008 Fire Department Annual Report.  

*BUILDING ADDRESS NUMBERS – REFERRED FOR MORE STUDY 

Mr. Auld advised that Code Enforcement and Fire Department personnel recommended Town Code Section 90-131 House Numbers, be amended to require that address numbers be displayed on all buildings.  The Town Code currently requires address numbers only on residences.  The new language would require address numbers to be clearly visible from the street; and if any building was more than 50’ from the street the numbers must be placed at an appropriate place so as to be easily seen.   The Committee was supportive of the amendment from a public safety issue but were concerned that 50’ may be too restrictive.   Mr. Daniel advised that staff would review other localities’ codes and come back with a viable solution.        
*DANCE HALL - SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

Mr. Daniel advised that the Planning Commission had held a public hearing on February 11th on an application of Mr. Byron Vaughan for a special use permit to allow the old theater building at 532 N. Main Street to be used as a dance hall.  The Planning Commission recommended the application be approved for three months, with the conditions that the applicant comply with all Fire and Building Codes and a minimum of four security officers be at each event.  A Council public hearing as been advertised for the March 9th meeting.  
*INFILL HOUSING PROJECT – CDBG APPLICATION

Mr. Daniel reminded Council that the Town had received a VHCD Planning Grant in 2008 for the “Infill Housing Project”.  The funds were to determine if there was a viable project to develop vacant buildable lots scattered throughout the Town, and build homes on them for first time low and moderate income households.  The Town is working with the Southside Planning District Commission and the Southside Outreach Group on a large grant application for the project.  Mr. Daniel requested a public hearing be scheduled for the March 9th Council meeting to receive citizen comment on the Application.  The Committee concurred.  


The Current Issues Committee adjourned and the Finance Committee convened.


Mr. Scott gave the monthly financial statement.  

Mr. Daniel updated Council on the following on-going projects and issues:

· Comprehensive Plan - Design Charettes  
· Internet Café  - BZA Decision

· Composting Facility 

· Landfill Gas Project –  Funding sources 

· Houghton Park Office Building  - One Stop Center   


No action was taken.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.








______________________________








Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST:  _____________________________

        Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC
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