
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on December 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 
            Council Member D. Coleman Speece
                                                        

Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner; Director of Finance Erle Scott; 
Town Clerk Jane Jones; Director of Public Works Alan Auld 


On motion of Mr. Snead, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of November 9, 16, and 30, 2009 meetings.   Mr. Speece gave the invocation.     

*COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PUBLIC HEARING

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on the proposed Comprehensive Plan 2030.   Mr. Daniel gave a power point presentation summarizing how the plan was developed and the general themes of the plan.  He detailed the initiatives proposed for the Riverdale Area.   
· Riverdale Area Short-Range Plan - Because the area is in the floodplain and floodway, the Town should adopt a policy to steer the area toward a more compatible land use, but without damaging the viability of existing businesses along the corridor. 
· Riverdale Area Long-Range Plan - Open spaces and protected areas within the floodplain, which may take decades to implement, can be accomplished as property owners willingly place their property on the market.   The Town should establish a fund and solicit grant funding to purchase Riverdale properties at fair market value as they come on the market, gradually clearing them for environmental restoration and conversion to a land use that is more appropriate for floodplains.       


Mr. Daniel advised that the Town would only purchase property in the floodway if it were not a viable business or had been allowed to deteriorate.  He also stated that grant funding must be the source of most if not all purchases.  

Mr. Daniel advised that the Comprehensive Plan could not be adopted until it receives approval from the Virginia Department of Transportation, which is expected in January 2010.  


  Riverdale property owners speaking in opposition to the long range plan for the Riverdale area were Mr. Darin Talbott, Mrs. Bunny Propst, and Mr. Mac Ragans.  Mr. Barry Tuck of Alton also urged Council not to adopt the plan as proposed but rather send it back to the Planning Commission.    


Mr. Stanley Jeffress spoke in support of the recommendations for the North Main corridor and suggested action be taken to implement them as soon as possible.  

Councilman Snead stated that he was opposed to any government take over of private property and clarified that no where in the Comprehensive Plan did it say the Town wanted to buy out Riverdale businesses.  He contended that the Riverdale area had steadily declined since the 1985 Corp of Engineers settlement payout.  He proposed a committee be appointed to work with the Riverdale property owners to come to a mutually acceptable agreement that would improve the overall condition of the area.  


No action was taken.  

*STATE  CONSIDERING CLOSING HALIFAX CORRECTIONAL UNIT 23 


Mr. Jim Townley, Director of Halifax Correctional Unit 23, advised that the State was considering closing all correctional facilities over forty years old.  He requested local support to keep Camp 23 open.  He noted that the facility housed 240 inmates and employed over 90 employees.  On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Speece, Council voted unanimously to urge local state legislators to keep Halifax Correctional Unit 23 open.    
*UNOPENED ROYSTER STREET CLOSED BETWEEN PARKER AND HAMILTON  

Mrs. Jones presented the Board of Viewers Report on a request from Ianthia S. Johnson to close the unopened but dedicated street shown as an extension of Royster Street, lying between Hamilton Blvd. and Parker Avenue.  The Board recommended the right of way be closed and conveyed to the applicant at no cost.  On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council accepted the report and adopted the following resolution approving the request.  Voting Aye:  Thompson, Bryant, Speece, Owens, Snead and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.    
AN ORDINANCE OF THE SOUTH BOSTON TOWN COUNCIL CLOSING AND ABANDONING THE DEDICATED STREET BETWEEN HAMILTON BLVD. AND PARKER AVENUE, FORMERLY KNOWN AS AN EXTENSION OF ROYSTER STREET 
WHEREAS, Title 15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, authorizes the governing body of any town, on its own motion or on application of any person after notice as required, to vacate streets and alleys in the town; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Ianthia Singleton Johnson, has posted notice as required by §15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, and has petitioned the South Boston Town Council to close, abandon, and convey to her the unopened but dedicated street adjacent to and surrounded by her property, identified on Halifax County tax maps as Parcel 4930, and 

WHEREAS, Viewers, having been appointed as required by law, after mature and careful consideration, have advised the Town Council that there would be no inconvenience to the general public resulting from closing the unopened street lying east of Parker Avenue, west of Hamilton Blvd. and north of College Street, for a distance of approximately 471.17’+ x 25’and have recommended the street be closed and conveyed entirely to Mrs. Ianthia S. Johnson no cost.     

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of South Boston, in accordance with the provisions of Section 15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and Section 90-7 of the South Boston Town Code, that said street as described below, within the Town of South Boston, Virginia, be and the same is hereby, closed, vacated and conveyed to Mrs. Ianthia Singleton Johnson at no cost and that all rights of the public therein shall cease and terminate as follows:

Unopened extension of Royster Street, east of Parker Avenue, west of Hamilton Blvd., and north of College Street, some 471.17’ long by 25’ wide as noted on Plat of Survey done by Crutchfield & Associates 12/17/09 and attached herewith.  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED That the Clerk of Council is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a duly-certified copy of this ordinance to the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County of Halifax, so that said certified copy of this ordinance may be recorded as deeds are recorded and indexed in the name of the Town of South Boston.

*PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF NOBLIN AND LOGAN APPROVED FOR A STORM WATER MANAGEMENT CONTROL PROJECT 

Staff recommended purchasing two lots at the northwest intersection of Noblin Avenue and Logan Street as part of a storm water management project.   The lots are unbuildable as they are at the entry point for tremendous stormwater run off during periods of heavy rain.  By acquiring these two lots, the Town could develop a stormwater detention pond to control runoff.   The property owners have agreed to sell the property to the Town at the tax accessed value of $9,800.

On motion of Dr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to authorize the purchase of Lots 3922 and 3933 on the northwest side of the intersection of Noblin Avenue and Logan Street for the assessed value of $9,800, for a stormwater management project.  Voting Aye:  Thompson, Bryant, Speece, Owens, Snead and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.    

*HALIFAX COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER PROJECT – PROGRAM INCOME PLAN 

Mrs. Gail Moody, Grant Administrator for the VDHCD Halifax Community Health Center Grant has recommended that it would be wise for the Town to adopt a Project Program Income Plan.  In the event the Center ceases to function the Plan would outline how the Town would utilize the funds.  On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Dr. Morris, Council voted unanimously to adopt the following Program Income Plan for the Halifax Community Health Center Project.  Voting Aye:  Thompson, Bryant, Speece, Owens, Snead and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.    

PROGRAM INCOME PLAN - Halifax Community Health Center Project


OBJECTIVE:  The expenditure of program income generated from the Halifax Community Health Center Project (CIG# 07-37) in a manner that will directly benefit low- and moderate-income residents of the Town of South Boston, VA.  
1.        RECITALS: 

A. The Town and the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (“VDHCD”) have entered into that certain Community Development Grant Agreement (Grant #07-37) dated October 1, 2008 providing a grant to be made by VDHCD to County in the sum of $539,000.00 to provide financial assistance in the construction of a 10,000 square foot medical center in South Boston, Virginia (“Medical Facility”), to meet the need and demand for primary medical care in Halifax County.  The Medical Facility will provide primary care medical services to approximately 5,000 persons annually, of which 3,800 of who are low-and moderate-income persons.

B. If the Medical Facility is no longer needed to provide the services described in the Grant Agreement, Halifax Regional Properties, Inc. shall notify the Town, to request VDHCD approval to use the Medical Facility for other purposes.  With the approval of VDHCD, the Medical Facility may be used in another capacity provided the beneficiaries meet the definition of LMI persons or protected populations, as defined by VDHCD.  If VDHCD disapproves the intended use, Halifax Regional Properties, Inc. shall be required to repay the $539,000.00 in grant funds under the Grant Agreement to the Town reimbursement to VDHCD.

C. All proceeds from a sale of the Medical Facility (up to the grant amount under the Grant Agreement) shall (i) be returned to Town for reimbursement to VDHCD or (ii) be used for an eligible activity approved by VDHCD.  

Eligible Activities:  The following list of eligible activities has been identified for use of program income:

1. Priority #1:  Funds may be used for construction activities resulting from the expansion or location of similar medical care facilities in South Boston or Halifax County that meet the needs of the elderly or disabled, an LMI protected population.  

2. Priority #2:  Funds may be used for construction activities resulting from the expansion or location of facilities that provide direct outcome-based services for abused children, battered spouses, homeless persons, migrant farm workers, persons with AIDS, or illiterate adults all of which are considered LMI classes of people.  

3. Priority #3:  Funds may be used for housing rehabilitation and indoor plumbing assistance to LMI individuals or families living in South Boston in accordance with VDHCD housing rehabilitation cost limits and program guidelines.  

2.
TIME FRAME: The terms of the Grant Agreement require that the Medical Facility will be used in compliance with the Grant Agreement for a period of twenty (20) years or until October 12, 2028.  

3.
PROJECT AREA:  The project area for the purposes of this project is considered South Boston and Halifax County, Virginia.  

4.
DECISION MAKING: The South Boston Town Council will oversee the expenditure of all Program Income funds and decide on the use of Program Income funds in accordance with Program Guidelines.    

5.
ADMINISTRATION:  All repayments of Grant funds will be made at the South Boston Finance Office in South Boston, Virginia.  Program income will be placed in a non-interest bearing account throughout the duration of the project.  Once the project is closed out, the account may become interest bearing.

Funds will be accounted for separately on the Town’s balance sheet.  Program income exceeding $25,000 in one year will be reported to DHCD’s Financial Analyst regarding receipt and expenditure.  Records will be kept on a twelve-month contract year basis.  Records must show the amounts due and received monthly and the income expended annually.   Copies of source documentation will be placed in the appropriate client file.


The Council further certifies that that: 

· this is the plan of the Town of South Boston, subrecipient for use of income derived from the Community Improvement Grant Program after the current contract expires.
· the Town fully intends to carry out this plan, to oversee its implementation, and assure that no other use of these funds will be allowed. 
· the Town will budget program income funds in a separate, distinct account and will maintain records documenting the use of those under the Home Investment Partnerships Act, as amended and Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended.  I understand that the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development may review the receipt and expenditure of program income funds.

*PLANNING COMMISSION – REAPPOINTED LEONARD AND CHEEVER

On motion of Mr. Bryant, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, Council voted unanimously to reappoint Mr. George Leonard and Mr. Brian Cheever to new four-year terms on the South Boston Planning Commission to run January 1, 2010 – December 31, 2013.  Voting Aye:  Thompson, Bryant, Speece, Owens, Snead and Morris.  Voting Nay: none.  Absent and not voting: none.    


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.









______________________________









Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST:______________________________

                Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC 
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