
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on November 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member D. Coleman Speece Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Absent:  Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner, Finance Director Erle 

Scott; Director of Public Works Alan Auld, Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council unanimously approved the minutes of October 5 and 28, 2009 meetings.  
*REQUEST TO CLOSE AN UNOPENED 25’ RIGHT-OF-WAY LYING BETWEEN PARKER AVE. AND HAMILTON BLVD.; PUBLIC HEARING HELD; BOARD OF VIEWERS APPOINTED 

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on a request by Mrs. Ianthia S. Johnson to close an unopened 25’ street lying between Parker Avenue and Hamilton Blvd. adjacent to her property.   The street is shown on an old plat as an extension of Royster Street, but County Tax maps show the property as Lot 4930.   When Crutchfield & Associates surveyed the property they could not find a deed conveying Parcel 4930 to the applicant and no record of the street ever being officially closed. 

Mrs. Johnson advised that her family was under the assumption that they owned the lot, since they had been taxed (and the taxes paid) on it for it many years.    


On motion Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to appoint a Board of Viewers to review the situation and report if any inconvenience to the public would occur if the street were closed.   Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent: Snead.  

*ARTS FESTIVAL PROPOSED  – PAUL STEUBE

Mr. Paul Steube gave a presented Council with his ideas on how to stimulate the local economy by making South Boston an “arts destination”.  He envisioned a week long festival featuring artists and musicians on a riverfront venture on the Dan River.  Another component of the project would be the construction of a multi-level parking garage on the vacant lot at the corner of Johnson and Wilborn Avenue.  Mr. Steube requested his vision be included in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.   No action was taken.

    
There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 







______________________________








 Carroll Thackston 
Attest:___________________________

            Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a special joint meeting of the South Boston Town Council, the Halifax County Board of Supervisors, and the Halifax Town Council, held on November 16, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Mary Bethune Office Complex in Halifax, Virginia the following were present.  

Mayor Carroll Thackston
 Vice-Mayor Edward Owens 


Councilman W. R. Snead 
 Councilman D. Coleman Speece
 


Absent:  Council Members Morris Bryant, Sandra Thompson and Mark Morris


Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel and Town Clerk Jane Jones


Members of the Halifax County Board of Supervisors and Staff

Members of the Halifax Town Council and Staff

*WOOD DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY CENTER UPDATE 

Mr. David Kenealy, Coordinator of the SVHEC Wood Design & Technology Center, gave a presentation on the Wood Product Design and Development study course now offered at the SVHEC.  He advised that the course offered an innovative learning approach that utilized design, manufacturing, and marketing of wood as a medium.  The students are introduced to innovative ideas from the drawing board, to the prototyping stage, and finally to the consumer.      

Mr. Kenealy advised that the 2008 class had designed and built a chair that won national recognition.  This semester students were designing and building grandfather clocks for the Martinsville Speedway.   No action was taken. 
2010 CENSUS PARTNER PROCLAMATION


Ms. Linda Edward-White, Partnership Specialist from the Charlotte Regional Census Bureau presented a program on the importance of the 2010 Census.  She requested the three localities partner with the Bureau on the upcoming 2010 Census.  


On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to adopt a 2010 Census Partner Proclamation agreeing to partner with the U. S. Census Bureau to help ensure a full and accurate count in 2010.       


The Halifax County Board of Supervisors and the Halifax Town Council also adopted the proclamation.

*2010 REAL ESTATE REASSESSMENT 


Mr. Harold Throckmorton, Halifax County Assessor updated the governing bodies on the 2010 Reassessment in which real estate values rose overall by 4%.  He detailed the 451 sales that were used to conduct an assessment sales ratio study.   He added that home sales in South Boston and Halifax had sold at approximately 100% of assessed value.  Council and Board Members questioned how assessments could increase during a recession period?  Mr. Throckmorton detailed the process as outlined by State law.  He advised that property owners could appeal their assessments beginning November 30th.   No action was taken.   
GREEN WASTE COMPOSTING OPTIONS – TABLED 

Mr. Willie Jones, Executive Director of the Halifax County Service Authority, updated the group on the recommendation of the Green Waste Composting Workgroup to table further evaluation of green waste disposal options since the Town of South Boston and Halifax County have found alternative methods for disposal of their green waste.

He noted that the HCSA still had a biosolid disposal problem.  They were pursuing grant funds to expand the wastewater plant and integrate biosolid disposal into the future treatment process.       

All three governing bodies concurred with the Workgroup’s recommendation.  
*TRASH TO ENERGY PROJECT

Mr. Gary Carmichael presented his idea to convert waste/trash to energy using a “gasifer”.  He urged the group to study alternatives to the County’s waste disposal problem.  No action was taken.
*LIBRARY – FRIENDS WOODSON HUGHES 


Mr. Curtis Waskey, representing Friends of Woodson Hughes, urged the governing bodies to restore Mr. Woodson Hughes as Branch Manager of the South Boston Library.   Chairman Fitzgerald advised that Library personnel issues were  governed by the Library Board and not the governing bodies.  No action was taken.   

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.







_________________________________







Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST: ___________________________
                 Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on November 30, 2009  5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member T. Chris Elliott 

Council Member Morris L. Bryant Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 

Council Member D. Coleman Speece

             Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 
Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Public Works Director Alan Auld; Police Chief Jim Binner; Finance Director Erle Scott; Town Clerk Jane Jones 


*COMCAST CABLE  - FRANCHISE RENEWAL 

Mr. Paul Comes, Director of Government and Community Affairs for Comcast Cable, Inc. addressed Council.  The cable television franchise with Comcast has expired and it will be necessary to negotiate a new agreement.  Questions posed by Council members to Mr. Comes were:
· when high definition service would be made available 

· why South Boston customers’ rates were higher than neighboring localities

· why neighboring localities had high def service and South Boston did not
· why neighboring localities get more programming in their basic package for a lesser price

· why was there not a guide of current or upcoming programming available 


Mr. Comes noted that Comcast engineers were working on providing high definition service to South Boston, but he could not project a date it would be available.  He advised that contract renewal negotiations in the past had been with a Sub-committee appointed by Town Council.   Mrs. Jones advised that Comcast submitted a draft franchise agreement to the Town in April 2009.  The Town Attorney had reviewed and revised the agreement and returned to Comcast in May 2009.        


No action was taken.   
* LEGISLATORS PREDICTIONS FOR 2010 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION 


Senator Frank Ruff and Delegate-Elect James Edmunds addressed Council on the upcoming 2010 Legislative Session of the General Assembly.  Due to decreased revenue from both income and sales tax, Senator Ruff warned that localities would see cuts across the board in the coming years.  He noted that it was unlikely any new road construction would be seen.  Senator Ruff urged localities to project a “bare essentials” budget and to work regionally to consolidate services as much as possible.   

Senator Ruff urged Council to work closely with the newly created Center for Rural Virginia to speak as one voice.  The Virginia General Assembly created the CFV to provide assist local governments and business leaders to make decisions that will have the greatest, most lasting impact for all Virginians.

There being no further business the full Council adjourned.  
*MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

Chairman Snead called the Finance Committee to order.  Mr. Scott reviewed the latest financial data with the Committee.  There being no further business for the Finance Committee it adjourned.


Chairman Bryant called the Current Issues Committee to order.

*BOARD OF VIEWERS REPORT ON REQUEST TO CLOSE THE UNOPENED STREET LYING BETWEEN HAMILTON AND PARKER AVENUE:  

Mrs. Jones provided the Committee with the Board of Viewers recommendation as follows:

BOARD OF VIEWERS -MINUTES of MEETING

November 23, 2009

At a meeting of the duly appointed Board of Viewers, held November 23, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. in Town Hall, the following were present: 

Board: Mr. J. Aubrey Houghton, Mr. W. C. Wilborn

Staff:   Jane Jones, Town Clerk  


Absent:  Mrs. Ann Crabtree

The Board reviewed the request and background information.         

Mrs. Jones stated that the Applicant owned tax parcels: 4930-4933, 4871 and 4872, lying between Parker Avenue and Hamilton Blvd.  Halifax County Tax maps show parcel #4930, a 25’ x 500’strip, as being owned by Mrs. Johnson and she provided proof of tax payments back to the early 1990.  Mrs. Johnson stated that when her father purchased the property in the late 1940’s he purchased a large number of lots of both sides of the road.  He even sold the Town land to extend Hamilton, then Cavalier Blvd., thru to Route 360.  

During the course of preparing a survey of the entire parcel for the Johnsons, Crutchfield & Associates, found that Parcel 4930 was not a lot but rather the unopened extension of Royster Street.  He found no record transferring ownership to Ms. Singleton and as so believes it to still be a public right-of-way.

On motion of Mr. Houghton, seconded by Mr. Wilborn, the Board voted unanimously that no inconvenience to the public would be caused by closing the unopened street; and recommended Council deed the entire portion to Ianthia S. Johnson at no cost.  


The Committee concurred with the recommendation and authorized it be placed on the December 14th Council agenda.
*COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – COMMUNITY MEETING HELD; PUBLIC HEARINGS SET  

Mr. Daniel review comments from the Comprehensive Plan Community meeting held on November 12th.  He noted the Planning Commission would hold a public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan on December 9th.  The Committee authorized a Council public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan for December 14th.


Mr. Daniel advised that the Planning Commission would begin a comprehensive review of the zoning plan in 2010.    
*PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

Mrs. Jones advised that the terms of Planning Commission Members George Leonard, Brian Cheever, and Patricia Nelson would expire December 31, 2009.  All are eligible for reappointment.  [Mrs. Nelson later advised that did not wish to be reappointed.]  No action was taken.
*REQUEST TO PURCHASE 2 LOTS AT CORNER OF NOBLIN &LOGAN STREETS FOR STORMWATER PROJECT 


Mr. Daniel recommended purchasing two lots, PRN#3922 and 3923, at the northwest intersection of Noblin Avenue and Logan Street for the assessed value of $9,800.  He advised that the lots are at the entry point for storm water runoff from the north, south and east.   By owning these lots the Town would have the ability to develop a storm water detention pond and control the runoff.   The Committee concurred and authorized the issue be placed on the December 14th agenda.    
*COTTON MILL PARK – PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC GARDEN

Mr. Daniel advised the Committee of a request from the Southern Virginia Botanical Gardens and Environmental Education Center, Inc. to establish a public garden on the site of the old Cotton Mill property fronting Railroad Avenue.  As the winter months approach, they propose devoting time to planning and design work along with a search for grant funding for the project.  They propose the Town develop a Memorandum of Understanding outlining areas of responsibility between the group and the Town for the development of design and implementation of the project.   The Committee recommended the Town Staff move forward on a concept plan and bring back more concrete plans.  

There being no further business for the Committee or Council, the meeting adjourned.








___________________________








Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST: _____________________________

                Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC 
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