
At a meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on November 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston 
Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member Morris L. Bryant         
Council Member Mark J. Morris

Council Member D. Coleman Speece Council Member Sandra M. Thompson


Absent:  Council Member W. R. Snead, Jr. 


Staff:  Town Manager Ted Daniel; Police Chief Jim Binner, Finance Director Erle 

Scott; Director of Public Works Alan Auld, Town Clerk Jane Jones 


On motion of Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of October 5 and 28, 2009 meetings.  
*REQUEST TO CLOSE AN UNOPENED 25’ RIGHT-OF-WAY LYING BETWEEN PARKER AVE. AND HAMILTON BLVD.; PUBLIC HEARING HELD; BOARD OF VIEWERS APPOINTED 

The meeting having been duly advertised constituted a public hearing on a request by Mrs. Ianthia S. Johnson to close an unopened 25’ right of way lying between Parker Avenue and Hamilton Blvd. adjacent to her property.   The right-of-way is shown on an old plat as an extension of Royster Street, but County Tax maps show the property as Lot 4930.   When Crutchfield & Associates surveyed the property they could not find a deed conveying Parcel 4930 to the applicant and no record of the right-of-way ever being closed. 

Mrs. Johnson advised that her family was under the assumption that they owned the lot, since they had been taxed (and the taxes paid) on it for it many years.    


On motion Mr. Owens, seconded by Mr. Bryant, Council voted unanimously to appoint a Board of Viewers to review the situation and report if any inconvenience to the public would occur if the right-of-way were closed.   Voting Aye:  Bryant, Morris, Owens, Speece, Thompson.  Nays: none.  Absent: Snead.  

*ARTS FESTIVAL PROPOSED  – PAUL STEUBE

Mr. Paul Steube presented Council with his ideas on how to make South Boston an arts destination with The Prizery a focal point.   He envisioned a week long arts festival featuring artists and musicians on a riverfront venture on the Dan River.  Another component of the project would be the construction of a multi-level parking garage on the vacant lot at the corner of Johnson and Wilborn Avenue.  Mr. Steube asked that his plans be included in the Comprehensive Plan.    

Mr. Speece suggested Mr. Steube begin with a cadre of committed citizens.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 







______________________________








 Carroll Thackston 
Attest:___________________________

            Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a special joint meeting of the South Boston Town Council, the Halifax County Board of Supervisors, and the Halifax Town Council, held on November 16, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Mary Bethune Office Complex in Halifax, Virginia the following were present.  

Mayor Carroll Thackston
 Vice-Mayor Edward Owens 


Councilman W. R. Snead 
 Councilman D. Coleman Speece
 


Absent:  Councilmembers Morris Bryant, Sandra Thompson and Mark Morris


Staff Present:  Town Manager Ted Daniel and Town Clerk Jane Jones


Members of the Halifax County Board of Supervisors and Staff

Members of the Halifax Town Council and Staff

*WOOD DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY CENTER


Mr. David Kenealy, Coordinator of the SVHEC Wood Design & Technology Center gave a presentation on the Wood Product Design and Development study course now offered at the SVHEC.  He advised that the course offered an innovative learning approach that utilizes design, manufacturing, and marketing of wood as a medium.  The students are introduced to innovative ideas from the drawing board, to the prototyping stage, and finally to the consumer.      

Mr. Kenealy advised that the 2008 class had designed and built a chair that won national recognition.  This semester students were designing and building grandfather clocks for the Martinsville Speedway.   No action was taken. 
2010 CENSUS PARTNER PROCLAMATION


Ms. Linda Edward-White, Partnership Specialist from the Charlotte Regional Census Bureau presented a program on the importance of the 2010 Census.  She requested the three localities partner with the U. S. Census Bureau on the 2010 Census.  


On motion of Mr. Speece, seconded by Mr. Owens, Council voted unanimously to adopt a 2010 Census Partner Proclamation agreeing to partner with the U. S. Census Bureau to help ensure a full and accurate count in 2010.       


The Halifax County Board of Supervisors and the Halifax Town Council also adopted the proclamation.

*2010 REAL ESTATE REASSESSMENT 


Mr. Harold Throckmorton, Halifax County Assessor updated the governing bodies on the 2010 Tax reassessment in which real estate values rose overall by 4%.  He detailed the 451 sales that were used to conduct an assessment sales ratio study.   He added that home sales in South Boston and Halifax had sold at approximately 100% of assessed value.  

Council and Board Members questioned how assessments could increase during a recession.  

Mr. Throckmorton advised that property owners could appeal their assessments beginning November 30th.   No action was taken.   
GREEN WASTE COMPOSTING OPTIONS – TABLED 

Mr. Willie Jones, Executive Director of the Halifax County Service Authority, updated the group on the recommendation of the Green Waste Composting Workgroup to table further evaluation of green waste disposal options since the Town of South Boston and Halifax County have found effective methods for disposal of their respective green waste streams.


He noted that the HCSA still has a biosolid disposal problem.  However they were seeking funding to expand the wastewater plant and intergrate biosolid disposal into the future treatment process.       

All three governing bodies concurred with the Workgroup’s recommendation.  
*TRASH TO ENERGY PROJECT

Mr. Gary Carmichael presented his idea to convert waste/trash to energy using a “gasifer”.  He urged the County to consider alternative solutions to waste disposal.  No action was taken.
*LIBRARY – FRIENDS WOODSON HUGHES 


Mr. Curtis Waskey, representing the Friends of Woodson Hughes, urged the governing bodies to restore Mr. Woodson Hughes to his position as Branch Manager of the South Boston Library.   Chairman Fitzgerald advised that Library personnel issues were under the authority of the Library Board and not the governing bodies.  No action was taken.   

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.







_________________________________







Carroll Thackston, Mayor

ATTEST: ___________________________
                 Jane P. Jones, Town Clerk, CMC


At a work session meeting of the South Boston Town Council held on November 30, 2009  5:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers on Yancey Street, the following were present:

Mayor Carroll Thackston

Vice-Mayor Edward Owens
Council Member T. Chris Elliott 

Council Member Morris L. Bryant Council Member W. R.  Snead, Jr. 

Council Member D. Coleman Speece

   Council Member Sandra M. Thompson 
Staff:  Town Manager Terry A. “Ted” Daniel 


Mayor Thackston called the meeting to order and turned it over to Current Issues Committee Chairman Elliott:  

I. COUNCIL 
· Senator Frank Ruff and Delegate-Elect James Edmunds have been invited to meet with Council to discuss local issues/concerns 
· Mr. Paul Comes, Director of Government & Community Affairs, Comcast Cable – Franchise Agreement Negotiations 

II.   FINANCE COMMITTEE     [Snead, Chairman; Owens and Speece]
1.   Monthly Financial Statement – Erle Scott, Finance Director  

II.  CURRENT ISSUES COMMITTEE    [Bryant, Chairman, Thompson and Morris]
2.   Board of Viewers Report on Closing unopened r/w between Parker & Hamilton 

3.   Comprehensive Plan – Comments on Community Meeting and schedule public hearing for December 14th 

4.   Planning Commission Appointments Due -  Terms of George Leonard, Brian Cheever, and Patricia Nelson expire Dec. 31, 2009
5.   Real Estate – Staff recommendation to purchase the property at the northwest corner of Noblin and Logan Streets for storm water control 
6.   Request from the Southern Virginia Botanical Gardens & Environmental Education Center to establish a park and public garden on the old Cotton Mill site
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